Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

With all of the turmoil and difficulties of life, it’s easy to get discouraged and to even lose sight of the hope that we have in Christ.  With that in mind, I’ve chosen a story for you to read that demonstrates in a moving way how close God is to all of us and how deeply He loves you and me!  As we enter into the season of Thanksgiving, may we be grateful for all of God’s blessings, but especially for the indescribable gift of His Son!  

Serving Him with you,

Pastor Dennis Starr

“It Smells Like Him…”

“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 





  ––1st Corinthians 9:15

A cold March wind danced around the dead of night in Dallas as the doctor walked into the small hospital room of Diana Blessing. Still groggy from surgery, her husband David held her hand as they braced themselves for the latest news. That afternoon of March 10th, 1991, complications had forced Diana, only 24-weeks pregnant, to undergo an emergency caesarian to deliver the couple's new daughter, Danae Lu Blessing. At 12 inches long and weighing only one pound and nine ounces, they already knew she was perilously premature. Still, the doctor's soft words dropped like bombs. "I don't think she's going to make it,” he said, as kindly as he could. "There's only a 10-percent chance she will live through the night, and even then, if by some slim chance she does make it, her future could be a very cruel one." Numb with disbelief, David and Diana listened as the doctor described the devastating problems Danae would likely face if she survived. She would never walk, she would never talk, she would probably be blind, and she would certainly be prone to other catastrophic conditions from cerebral palsy to complete mental retardation, and on and on. "No! No!" was all Diana could say. 

She and David, with their 5-year-old son Dustin, had long dreamed of the day they would have a daughter to become a family of four. Now, within a matter of hours, that dream was slipping away. Through the dark hours of morning as Danae held onto life by the thinnest thread, Diana slipped in and out of sleep, growing more and more determined that their tiny daughter would live –– and live to be a healthy, happy young girl. But David, fully awake and listening to additional dire details of their daughter's chances of ever leaving the hospital alive, much less healthy, knew he must confront his wife with the inevitable. Diana remembers, "David walked in and said that we needed to talk about making funeral arrangements. I felt so bad for him because he was doing everything trying to include me in what was going on, but I just wouldn't listen, I couldn't listen."  I said, "No, that is not going to happen, no way! I don't care what the doctors say; Danae is not going to die! One day she will be just fine, and she will be coming home with us!" 

As if willed to live by Diana's determination, Danae clung to life hour after hour, with the help of every medical machine and marvel her miniature body could endure. But as those first days passed, a new agony set in for David and Diana. Because Danae's underdeveloped nervous system was essentially 'raw,' the lightest kiss or caress only intensified her discomfort, so they couldn't even cradle their tiny baby girl against their chests to offer the strength of their love. All they could do, as Danae struggled alone beneath the ultraviolet light in the tangle of tubes and wires, was to pray that God would stay close to their precious little girl. 

There was never a moment when Danae suddenly grew stronger. But as the weeks went by, she did slowly gain an ounce of weight here and an ounce of strength there. At last, when Danae turned two months old, her parents were able to hold her in their arms for the very first time. And two months later though doctors continued to gently but grimly warn that her chances of surviving, much less living any kind of normal life, were next to zero. Danae went home from the hospital, just as her mother had predicted. 

Today, five years later, Danae is a petite but feisty young girl with glittering gray eyes and an unquenchable zest for life. She shows no signs, whatsoever, of any mental or physical impairment. Simply, she is everything a little girl can be and more –– but that happy ending is far from the end of her story. 

One blistering afternoon in the summer of 1996 near her home in Irving, Texas, Danae was sitting in her mother's lap in the bleachers of a local ballpark where her brother Dustin's baseball team was practicing. As always, Danae was chattering nonstop with her mother and several other adults sitting nearby when she suddenly fell silent. Hugging her arms across her chest, Danae asked, "Do you smell that?" Smelling the air and detecting the approach of a thunderstorm, Diana replied, "Yes, it smells like rain." Danae closed her eyes and again asked, "Do you smell that?" Once again, her mother replied, "Yes, I think we're about to get wet, it smells like rain.” Still caught in the moment, Danae shook her head, patted her thin shoulders with her small hands and loudly announced, "No, it smells like Him.  It smells like God when you lay your head on His chest." Tears blurred Diana's eyes as Danae then happily hopped down to play with the other children.

Before the rains came, her daughter's words confirmed what Diana and all the members of the extended Blessing family had known –– at least in their hearts, all along.  During those long days and nights of her first two months of her life, when her nerves were too sensitive for them to touch her, God was holding Danae on His chest and it is His loving scent that she remembers so well.  

To God be the glory!
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Sunday School
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A huge thank you to Jen Johnson for a very successful Costume Party!  A great time was had by all!

As we start to prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth, we will be having our Family Advent Workshop on Wednesday, December 3rd, from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  More detail will follow at a later date.

The Christmas Program, “The Sweetest Story Ever Told,” will be performed on Sunday, December 14th, at the 8:00 and 10:30 worship services.

Come and hear all the kids for Holy Emmanuel and Open Arms sing at the 10:30 service on Sunday, November 9th.

In this month of Thanksgiving, we have so much to be thankful for.  My prayer for all parents, grandparents, teachers, etc. is that you get on your knees daily and thank God for kids.

A blessed Thanksgiving to all of you!

Natalie Mylander

Kids Praise Choir
Kids Praise Choir had their debut on Sunday, October 5th, and sang their hearts out to the Lord.  We look forward to hearing them for many more times to come.

Youth News

The youth have been very active so far this year.  We have met every month with Bible studies, activities, a lock-in and good food.

Our next event is November 21st where we will be going to Feed My Starving Children.  We will be meeting at church at 5:00 p.m. to go out for supper and then to help the needy.

My prayer for all of you is that during this Thanksgiving month you will remember to thank the One who gave you life and all of your daily blessings – Jesus Christ!

In Christ,

Natalie Mylander
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Open Arms    

   News

Thanks to all of you that made our Fall Costume Party a huge success – especially the one who put it all together – Miss Jen!

Things are going smoothly at the center.  As we prepare for Thanksgiving, we want to invite everyone to a light lunch on Wednesday, November 26th, from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

We are looking forward to singing for all of our friends at Holy Emmanuel on Sunday, November 9th, at the 10:30 service.  We have been working hard with Miss Karen each week.

As we approach Thanksgiving, we have so much to be thankful for.  But most of all, I thank God everyday for a wonderful center like Open Arms.  I thank all of you who so faithfully support it financially and pray for us daily.

May you all have a very blessed Thanksgiving Day!

Serving Him for you,

Natalie Mylander
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Operation Christmas Child Boxes are currently being collected. Please pick up a brochure in the narthex and fill a shoebox to make a child’s Christmas joyful.

If possible, please include a donation of $7.00 by writing a check to: Samaritan’s Purse and including it in the shoebox.  Plastic or paper shoeboxes are acceptable.

Since 1993, over 60 million boxes have been given in 130 countries, including the United States.  

Volunteers are needed to process boxes at the Operation Christmas child warehouse on Friday, November 28th, from 2:45 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Please e-mail Sheryl Burkhardt at srburkhardt@aol.com or call at (952) 894-0234 if interested.  You must be at least 13 years old to volunteer and after a brief training, we stand for the entire time we volunteer.

Thank you for making Christmas happy for children around the world!
Chancel Choir Rehearsals

The Chancel Choir will meet on the following dates in November:

Sunday, November 23rd 

Sunday, November 30th 

11:45 a.m. each Sunday

Saturday, November 8th 

Saturday, November 15th 

10:00 a.m. each Saturday

We invite anyone who is interested to be sure to join us!
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Sunday Morning Bible Study

9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

· Master Plan (Led by Pastor Starr in the Chapel). 
· Growing Through Life’s Challenges (Led by Randy Marko in the Accounting Room).

1st & 3rd Sunday Evenings

5:30 p.m.

Couples in Christ
· Topic to be Announced
3rd Monday Evenings

5:30 p.m. – Supper

6:00 p.m. – Bible Study
· Parenting Class – “Discipline” (Led by Randy Marko)

Tuesday Mornings 
10:00 a.m.
· The Book of Joshua (Led by Pat Squires at the Gables Apt. Bldg.)

Wednesday Mornings
9:30 a.m.
· Bad Girls of the Bible (Led by Candy Frein in the Accounting Room)
Thursday Mornings

10:00 a.m.
· The End Times (Led by Chuck Squires in the Accounting Room)

1st Friday Evenings

6:00 p.m.

· Ladies Bible Study 
Join us at Denny’s Restaurant in Bloomington.  (Led by Natalie Mylander)
4th Friday Evenings

6:00 p.m.

· Youth Bible Study (3rd-12th Graders)
Pizza, Bible Study, Fellowship
Stewardship Corner
Reason to Be Thankful

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.”  So writes the psalmist in Psalm 107:1, and he goes on to list specific acts of God for which he gives thanks.  David, in Psalm 103, writes, “Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy name … and forget not all His benefits …” and he, too, recounts the wonders of the Lord.  It is a common occurrence in the psalms of David that, although he may express anguish and despair, he always ends his psalms on a note of confidence, for he knows his life is in God’s almighty hands.

It’s Thanksgiving time.  Perhaps you’re not feeling so thankful.  Companies are downsizing and the housing market is weak, at best.  With the high price of gas, you are spending much more to drive your cars and to keep your homes warm.  Maybe you’ve suffered the loss of someone you held dear.  Maybe your health has deteriorated.  Read with the prophet Habakkuk had to say about feelings and circumstances: “Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior” (Habakkuk 3:17-18).  If we received none of God’s good gifts on this Earth, we have reason to rejoice in our Savior Who waits for us in Heaven!  He is the source of our joy and the object of our gratitude.  “The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy” (Psalm 126:3).

Therefore, with hearts filled with thanksgiving, we can respond in words and acts of compassion and encouragement to those around us.  We are blessed to be a blessing.  We share our financial resources as God gives us the ability, finding that He blesses and multiplies them just as He did the fish and bread the boy offered for the feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:5-13).  Let us not be like the disciples who didn’t believe that Jesus had the power to feed the large crowd of people that had gathered.  In Christ, we know that all things are possible.  He empowers our giving that expresses our gratitude to Him for Who He is and what He has done for us.  Just as Jesus magnified the boy’s small gifts, enabling them to nourish 5,000 plus people, so He multiplies our small gifts, brought forth willingly and joyfully.
Priscilla Guild

Bazaar & Bake Sale

Items are needed for the bazaar and bake sale on November 2nd.  

Contact Gladys Lossow for more information at (612) 729-8492.

Pies to Serve at the Dinner

Be sure to sign up to donate a pie to be served at the dinner on November 2nd.  About 40 pies are needed.  Any kind of pie will be gladly accepted!  Bring your pie on Saturday, November 1st, or on Sunday, November 2nd so we can cut and serve them at the dinner.  Thank you!
Questions? Please call Gladys Lossow at (612) 729-8492.

Slovak Smorgasbord Dinner

Bazaar & Bake Sale

· Sunday, November 2nd 

· Serving from 11:00 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.

· Cost - Adults - $15.00

  Children 12 & Under - $4.00

· Features Slovak and   American Foods

· Menu Includes:

Cabbage Rolls

Polish Sausage w/Kraut

Huluski (Dumplings, Cabbage, Bacon)

Pioury (Pasta filled w/cheese and butter or prunes)

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy

Meat Balls

Kolache

Pies

Bread

Coffee, Milk

We need many people to help prepare food, set up and clean up on both days – men and ladies – on Saturday, November 1st and Sunday, November 2nd.  Helpers will receive a discount.

Please purchase your tickets ahead of time or contact the church office at (952) 888-2345 to reserve your tickets.

If you have any questions regarding the above events, please call Gladys Lossow at (612) 729-8492.
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Wednesday, November 26th   

7:00 p.m.

There will be a pie social following the service that evening.  Members are encouraged to bring pies.

[image: image2.png]THANKSGIVING

GATHERING
Lo dleghl, gl dogNal, o gt

When you are with family and
friends this holiday, let them
know how thankful you are for
them with this fun craft.

What you need:

* Photos (group or individual)
of each person

* Ruler ¢ Pencil

* Scissors . Envelopes

* Cardstock or
construction paper

* Glue sticks

What you do:

1. Collect photos of the people
you’ll be seeing. For group
shots, make a copy for each
person.

2. On the back of each picture,
use a ruler and pencil to draw
vertical and horizontal lines.
Space the lines 1 inch apart
to make a grid with 1-inch
squares.

3. Starting in the top-right
corner, number the squares
beginning with 1. Number
the top row across, then the
second row and so on.

4. Cut out all the squares and
put them in an envelope.
Write the correct person’s
name on each envelope.

5. On the bottom of each piece
of cardstock, write “I thank
my God every time I remember
you, szlzppmm 1:3 (NIVv).”
Then sign your name.

6. Give each person an envelope
and a piece of cardstock.
Instruct people to put the
squares in order to reveal their
picture. Tell them how many
numbers go across and down.

7. For a special keepsake, have
people glue their finished
photos onto the cardstock.
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