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Pentecost 7  June 29th, 2008  Ten Values that Build Strong Families –– 4th Commandment – “Honor Your Father and Your Mother” 
––Exodus 20:12  
I. INTRODUCTION.

A family was out vacationing at the lake one summer.  Dad had been working down by the boat house.  Two of his sons, a 12-year-old and a 3-year-old were down playing along the dock.  The 12-year-old was supposed to be watching his little brother, but he got distracted.  The 3-year-old, little Billy, thought that would be a good time to check out the shiny aluminum fishing boat tied up at the end of the dock.  So he went to the dock and put one foot on the boat, and one foot on the dock.  He lost his balance and fell into the water, which was about 5 to 6 feet deep.  The splash alerted the 12-yr-old who let out a piercing scream.  Dad came running from the boat house, jumped into the water, swam down, but unable to see anything, came up for air.  Sick with panic, he went right back down again into this murky water, and began to feel along the bottom.  He couldn’t feel anything.  Finally, on his way up, he felt little Billy's arms locked in a death grip on one of the posts of the dock, about 4 feet under water.  Prying the boy's fingers loose, they burst up together to the surface to fill their lungs with life-giving air.  When the adrenaline had stopped surging, and nerves had calmed down a little bit, the father asked his son, “What on earth were you doing down there hanging onto the post so far under the water?”  And little Billy’s answer was a classic, laced with the wisdom only a toddler could give.  He said, "I was just waiting for you, Dad.  Just waiting for you."  

That’s why God gave us family –– to wait on each other, to rescue each other, to care for one another’s needs and to be there when we’ve lost our way and we’re barely hanging on.  That’s why the family is so important.  Today we talk about God’s plan for the family as revealed to us in the divinely inspired words of the Fourth Commandment –– “Honor your Father and your Mother.”  

The first thing you should notice about the Fourth Commandment is it’s not just for children.  It just says honor your father and mother.  That means, even if you’re 80 years old and your parents are a 100, you’re still supposed to honor your father and mother.  Let’s answer the question . . . 
II. WHY DID GOD GIVE US THIS COMMANDMENT?

The first reason is obvious –– there are no perfect parents or children.

All of us have weaknesses and faults.  Only God is the perfect parent.  Even the best parents make mistakes and sin.  The Bible says, "We've all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God."  As a result we're all warped.  There’s a book entitled, “I'm Dysfunctional, You're Dysfunctional”.  That about sums it up!  None of us have perfect parents and none of us are perfect children.  In fact, there are many parents who are unworthy of honor.  They are abusive, manipulative, neglectful.  What is God telling me to do?  Am I supposed to ignore the pain, put on a happy face and pretend everything is great?  No.  But God is saying I want you to honor the position of parenthood.  Honor it because God established it.  You see, the basic building block for an orderly society is the home.  It starts with your father and mother.  That’s why God wants you to honor your parents in spite of their shortcomings.  

The second reason for why God gave us this Commandment is –– Respect for authority begins at home.

This is a critical lesson that every child must learn.  It determines how well you're going to do at school, in your career, in relationships.  The child who grows up saying, "Nobody tells me what to do!" is going to have a hard time keeping a job.  There are lots of times you have to do what somebody tells you to do whether you like it or not.  So God wants us to learn to respect authority.  
The third reason for why God gave us this commandment is . . . How I relate to my parents will affect every other relationship.  
When you act in ways you don't understand, many times it's because you're still reacting to your parents.  Many marriages have been ruined because a spouse has never established a healthy relationship with a parent.  Often what happens is they transfer the anger they feel toward their parents to their husband or wife or kids.  Studies have shown that people who get along with their parents are far better at dealing with the stresses of life.  This brings us to the question . . . 
III. HOW AM I TO HONOR MY ELDERLY PARENTS?

In the brief time that we have remaining this morning I want us to focus on an area that is often neglected, even in the Christian community, and that is honoring our parents as they approach the retirement years and beyond.  
For many parents, the older they get the less respect they receive.  They’ve reached that stage of life where many of their life-long friends have passed on.  They’re no longer wanted in the market place for their skills and wisdom.  Their grown children are busy with their own families.  They lead lonely lives –– a visit to any nursing home will make this point abundantly clear.  Your parents have a desperate need to know that they made some kind of a positive contribution to your life.  They need affirmation.  God wants you to honor your parents for as long as you live on this earth.  How do you do that?  You affirm your parents by staying in touch with them.  Every time you visit, write a letter, make a call, send an e-mail, you're obeying this command to honor your father and mother.  I would encourage you to share with them the details of your life.  They're very interested.  The Bible says we are to value and to hold in highest esteem our aged parents.  Proverbs 3:27 –– "Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act."  Do the right thing while you've got time to do it.  Affirm your parents now.  All the flowers in the world at their funerals won't do them one bit of good.  The flowers at the funeral are for your benefit, not theirs.  If you're going to give them flowers, send them while still they're alive and able to enjoy them.  
Affirming your parents means listening to their counsel, giving them the courtesy of asking for their advice.  Even if you don't follow it, at least you can listen to it.  This involves in-laws, as well.  We have good examples of Moses listening to his father-in-law, Jethro, and Ruth listening to her mother-in-law, Naomi.  
The Bible says that the way you treat your elderly parents is the demonstration of your true faith, of whether or not you're a true Christian.  1st Timothy 5:8 –– "Anyone who won't care for his own relatives when they need help, especially his own family, has no right to say he is a Christian.  Such a person is worse that the heathen."  That's a pretty strong statement.  
There is a shameful tragedy in our society today where busy families are abandoning the elderly and letting them die all alone.  The Bible teaches when your parents or your grandparents become too old to care for themselves it is not the government's responsibility –– it's yours.  This is the cycle of the family.  As time passes, the roles reverse.  There was a time in your life when they fed you, bathed you and took care of you.  In light of the fact that people are living longer today, often the roles are reversed.  It may be that you will need to feed them, bathe them and care for them.  God says that's part of being a Christian.  
Honoring your parents may mean all kinds of different things.  It may mean changing the oil in their car when they need it.  It may mean inviting them to live in your home.  It may mean hiring a nurse to care for them when they’re too frail to care for themselves.  The point being, it's your responsibility to make sure they're cared for.  1st Timothy 5:4 –– "They should put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God."  It is interesting to me that when Jesus Christ died on the cross for the sins of the world, one of the things that He didn’t forget was to care for His aged mother after He was gone.  Hanging on the cross, dying in pain, one of the last things He said to John the Apostle was, "Take care of My mother.” ––John 19:25-27  While He's dying for us He does not forget to provide for the care of His aged mother.  
V. CONCLUSION.

I close with this true story about family life:  A young man was getting ready to graduate from college.  For many months he had admired a beautiful sports car in a dealer’s showroom, and knowing that his father could well afford it, he told him that was all he wanted.  As Graduation Day approached, the young man looked for signs that his father had purchased the car.  Finally, on the morning of his graduation, his father called him into his private study.  His dad told him how proud he was to have such a fine son, and told him how much he loved him.  He handed his son a beautifully wrapped gift box.  Curious, but somewhat disappointed, the young man opened the box and found a lovely, leather-bound Bible, with the young man’s name embossed in gold.  Angrily, he raised his voice to his father and said, "With all your money you give me a Bible?" and stormed out of the house, leaving the Bible.  

Many years passed and the young man was very successful in business.  He had a beautiful home and wonderful family, but knowing his father was very old, he felt the need to go see him.  He hadn’t seen him since that graduation day.  But before he could make arrangements, he received a telegram telling him his father had passed away and willed all of his possessions to his son.  He needed to come home immediately and take care of the estate.  

When he arrived at his father’s house, sadness and regret filled his heart.  He began to search through his father’s important papers and came upon the still new Bible, just as he had left it years ago.  With tears filling his eyes, he opened the Bible and began to turn the pages.  He discovered his father had carefully underlined this verse:  Matthew 7:11 –– "And if you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father who is in heaven, give to those who ask Him?"  As he pondered those words, a car key fell from the Bible.  It had a tag with the dealer’s name, the same dealer who had the sports car he had desired.  On the tag was the date of his graduation, and the words –– PAID IN FULL.  
There are many applications we could make from this story –– let me mention just two:  First, this story reminds us that misunderstandings can develop when communication breaks down between parents and children.  That father and son endured a life-time of emotional pain because they didn’t take the time to talk it out.  The point being, we must never assume that the members of our family understand our intentions.  They can’t read our minds!  And so, you need to spend time talking to each other so that each of you ends up on the same page.  
Here’s the second application:  Though we don’t always understand God’s ways, this much we do know:  When Jesus Christ went to the cross the debt of our sins was PAID IN FULL!  And when Jesus rose from the grave on the third day, we know beyond a shadow of a doubt that the Father had accepted the sacrifice of His Son for the sins of the world!  Every last one of your sins has been paid for because of what happened on that cross!  This means that when parents sin against their children and children sin against their parents they can forgive each other, just as God, in Christ Jesus, has forgiven us.  Ephesians 4:32 puts it this way:  “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  This, my friends, is God’s will for your family and mine.  
God grant it be so for Jesus’ sake.  Amen!!!  
