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Pentecost 21  10/5/08  “The Money Trap” ––1st Timothy 6:6-10  
I. INTRODUCTION.

Our lives revolve to a certain degree around money.  In fact, there probably wasn’t a day this past week when you didn’t talk about money.  Maybe you talked about how expensive it’s going to be to heat your home this winter.  Or you’ve been watching the wild ride Wall Street and your investments have been taking and you’re wondering if your nest egg will still be there when you retire.  Maybe you wondered how the employees of Sun Country Airlines are going to make it through the rest of the year with their wages cut in half.  
God’s Word is realistic when it comes to recognizing the key role money plays in our lives.  Sixteen out of the thirty-eight parables that Jesus taught deal with money or possessions.  There are approximately 500 verses in Scripture on prayer, about 500 verses on faith, but there are nearly 2,000 verses on money-related topics.  Money evidently is a spiritual issue.  So God’s Word has a lot to say about what happens when your love for money gets out of hand.  

Today we’re going to look at four dangers associated with money.  
II. DISCONTENT.

The first danger is discontent.  Verses 6 to 8 – “Godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.”  
There are a couple of important lessons here about contentment.  The first lesson is that contentment is an internal attitude.  In other words it has nothing to do with external possessions or circumstances.  It has nothing to do with what you have or don’t have.  Contentment means to be independent or self-sufficient.  It meant you didn’t need anything by way of money-related possessions to give you a buzz.  Your contentment comes from within.  I suspect most of us believe that.  We just don’t always live like we believe it.  
John Rosemond, a nationally syndicated columnist and family psychologist has written about the epidemic of boredom in our culture among affluent American kids.  Rosemond has taken three informal polls on the subject.  He does a lot of traveling internationally, and whenever he’s in a foreign country he’ll ask parents, “Do your kids complain about boredom?”  Without exception, he’s always been told ‘No.’  He said not only has he been told ‘No’, but parents in other cultures believe, ‘Boredom and kids don’t go together.’  
The second poll he’s taken is among World War Two generation parents here in America who raised their kids during the ‘40’s and ‘50’s.  He asked, “When you were raising your kids, did you hear them complain about boredom?”  The typical response of those parents was “Rarely.”  

In his third poll he asked adults in their mid-40’s, “How many toys did you have growing up?”  Zero to 10 was the typical answer.  Many in that generation didn’t have toys.  But they did have a lot of fun with cardboard boxes.  
That brings us to the modern American child, five years of age, who on the average has 250 toys.  When you stop to think that a five-year-old has only lived for 260 weeks, 250 toys is almost one toy per week.  And yet many are bored.  

Let me ask the adults here today:  Does contentment come from having more grown-up toys?  Does contentment come from going to more movies?  Does contentment come from eating out more often?  Does contentment come from taking more week-end getaways?  Does contentment come from enlarging your wardrobe?  Again, the Bible reveals that contentment comes from within.  We know it.  But we don’t always live like we know it.  
The second lesson is that contentment is a learned attitude.  I wonder how many of us agreed with verse 8 of our text:  “If we have food and clothing, we’ll be content with that.”  This is not an admonition.  This is not a challenge.  The Bible is simply making a matter-of-fact statement.  Scripture says if our bare necessities are being met we can be content with that.  
We’re not born content.  This is a virtue that has to be learned.  Philippians 4:12 –– “I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”  
How do you learn to be content:  There are three steps:  Step #1 - you have to trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  You have to put your hope in Him for the forgiveness of your sins and the promise of eternal life.  In fact, when Paul writes in Philippians 4:11 –– “I’ve learned to be content whatever the circumstances” he tells us how in verse 13 –– “I can do all things through [Christ] who gives me strength.”  We often quote this verse out of context.  We quote it to mean I can go after my goals and Jesus will help me meet them.  It’s just the opposite.  Scripture is saying, ‘You know what Jesus helps me do?  He fills the emptiness in my life so that whatever happens to me I’ll be content.  
The second step to learning to be content is, Begin the habit of saying ‘Thank you’ for what you do have.  You have food.  You have clothes.  You have hope and a future.  Thank God.  Every time you’re tempted to complain about what you don’t have, use that moment to thank God for what you do have.  
Have you ever driven down Summit Ave. in St. Paul?  If you have, you’ve seen those beautiful homes that are many times more valuable than the homes we live in.  When you return home you can’t help but notice that your home is not nearly as pretentious as the Governor’s mansion, for example.  And yet you have a home to go to which has kept you warm and sheltered.  It has been the scene of many marvelous times.  It has met your needs in so many ways.  And so, in your heart of hearts, you know that you don’t need to live on Summit Ave. to be happy.  You can be thankful for the wonderful place you call home.  
The third step to learning to be content is, Stop teasing yourself with images of what you don’t have.  When you get that next Lands’ End catalogue, walk it to the garbage can.  Don’t hang out at the mall drooling over the stuff you don’t need.  Don’t stare at travel posters dreaming about where you’d go if you had the money.  Don’t obsess about those things that you don’t have that you really don’t need.  Remember, contentment comes from within.  
III. LANDSLIDE OF SIN.
Money’s second danger is the landslide of sin.  Verses 9-10 –– “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.”  
What’s behind a lot of wickedness in our lives?  Scripture says it’s the love of money.  Please note.  Money is neutral.  The Bible says it’s the love of money that can be a root of many kinds of evil.  
If we get too chummy with money and the things money can buy, if we walk around with a mental wish-list of things we’d purchase or things we’d do if we just had more money, if our favorite indoor sport is shopping, then our love of money and the things money can buy is going to open the door to a landslide of other sins.  Verses 9 – 10 say the love of money leads to “…many foolish and harmful desires … and all kinds of evil.”  
Stop and think about all the sinful behaviors and attitudes that could be related to money in your life.  Do you ever lie for the sake of money?  Do you ever shade the truth on your income tax return or your expense report?  How big a role do you suppose the love of money played in the chaos we are now seeing on Wall Street and in the banking industry?  Have you ever become angry or bitter towards someone because of money?  Perhaps a boss who didn’t give you that raise?  Or a business partner who cheated you out of a deal?  Or a family member who got a bigger portion of the inheritance than you did?  
How about sins related to the spending of money?  Did you ever spend way more than you should have on something you didn’t really need?  Did you ever spend your money on questionable entertainment?  Havre you ever been a work-a-holic so you could buy a few more unnecessary toys?  
Have you ever ignored the Lord’s work or ignores the poor with that portion of your income that God says needs to be set aside for the purpose of being generous?  Okay, it’s your turn.  What would you add to your list?  What sin in your life could be traced back to a love of money?  
This is serious business.  Our text says our love for money, our desire for more, more, more can lead us into temptation and “…a trap.”  Whenever the New Testament uses the word “trap” it’s referring to Satan who is plotting our destruction.  The love of money is not just a character flaw we need to work out.  The love of money is also a strategy Satan uses against us to ruin our lives and destroy our relationship with God.  
And so I say to you this morning, do not take it lightly.  If you see evidence of the love of money in your life, take action against it.  

IV. WANDERING FROM THE FAITH.

Verse 10 –– “Some people eager for money have wandered from the faith.”  The word ‘wander’ describes how a love for money can destroy our relationship with God.  Wandering isn’t something you deliberately set out to do.  You wander because you’re not paying attention to what’s most important in life, namely, God and His Word.  You get lost because your focus is on other things.  And so you need to be aware of what’s taking your attention off of Christ?  Don’t forget that Jesus said you can gain the whole world, yet lose your soul (Mark 8:36).
V. LANCE OF SADNESS.
The fourth danger is a lance of sadness.  Verse 10 –– “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”  
The word “pierced” is a strong word.  It’s associated with things like emotional distress and weeping and physical suffering and mental anguish.  And so Scripture warns that our eagerness for money can result in our being pierced by many griefs.  
One translation puts it this way.  Instead of the word ‘pierced’ it uses the expression “put on a spit.”  In other words, you can get roasted over the griefs and troubles that are brought on by your love of money.  
What kinds of grief?  I’m talking about things like debt.  That is such a prevalent grief in our culture –– people who are stressed out because of credit card debt.  I’m talking about workaholism where families are pulled apart because the focus is on careers, not relationships.  I’m talking about foolish investments and those get-rich-quick schemes people fall into.  I’m talking about gambling.  
Ron Blue, a Christian CPA wrote an article entitled, “Ten Reasons Why Christians Don’t Give to the Lord’s Work.”  Reason number two, he said, was they can’t.  They want to, but they can’t.  Their mortgage is so big, their car payment is so big, there’s so much run up on their credit cards, that their heart says, “I would love to give to God’s work, but I just can’t do it.”  

You ask, ‘What can we do to keep ourselves from being pierced with griefs like this?’  Here are a couple of practical suggestions.  First, take to heart what we’ve been talking about today; study what the Bible has to say about money; get a copy of this message out in the narthex or off our web site and apply it to your life.  Second, identify the black holes in your spending.  This is going to be hard to do honestly, because some of us will discover the biggest black hole is a mortgage that’s too big.  We’re going to be faced with whether we’ve got the courage to downsize.  But eternity is a long time and the rewards you’ll have there for serving God in this life are incredibly important.  Don’t forfeit them just to hang on to a bigger house than you can afford for the next several years.  And Third, get some expert financial advice from someone you trust.  

Don’t let the dangers of money put you on the spit and roast you over the griefs that come when money isn’t handled God’s way.  Instead, focus your life on what’s most important in life and that is knowing and serving Christ, our risen Savior.  God grant it be so for Jesus’ sake.  Amen!!!  
