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Pentecost 23  10/19/08  “Striking a Balance Between Caesar and God” ––Matthew 22:15-22
I. INTRODUCTION.

A couple of politicians running for office were sitting next to each other in a local restaurant.  One turned to the other and said, "You know why I’m going to win this election?  Because of my ’personal touch.’  For example, I always tip waitresses really well and then ask them to vote for me."  "Oh, is that so?" replied the other.  "Well, I always tip them a nickel and ask them to vote for you."  
Won’t you be glad when the election season is over?  I know I will.
When it comes to life in this world, you could say there are those things that are more or less political, and those that are eternal.  Our Lord puts it like this in today’s text:  “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”  The Pharisees in our text had come to Jesus to get Him in trouble.  They asked, “Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  

If our Lord said a simple “No” He would have been labeled a rebel and been in trouble with the Roman authorities.  If Jesus had said, “Yes” he would have angered many Jews who hated Roman occupation.  

II. THE MORAL FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICA.

Today, insisting that Christian influence should be allowed into the public square, and particularly, the public classroom, gets one into the same kind of dilemma that our Lord faced.  If Chloe, for example, says that Christian ideas should have the same access to the public schoolroom as do secular ideas, she is accused of going against the Supreme Court and Thomas Jefferson’s misquoted “separation of church and state” statement.  And if Julian says that Christianity has no place in a public classroom, he’s in favor of the moral corruption of our youth.  

Now our Lord’s answer was clearly intended to avoid the trap being set by His enemies.  But He makes it clear that there are some things that belong to God and other things that belong to the political order.  

And so, what kinds of things might belong to the political order?  In the United States we could list a number of things:  For example…  
· What kind of tax form should be used to report one’s earnings would belong to Caesar.
· How to divide voting districts is Caesar’s decision.  

· Which roads in the state will be graveled and which roads will be blacktopped is Caesar’s decision.  

There are many things that are secular in nature that God delegates to the administration of Caesar and his politicians.  

Today I want to look at a deeper issue:  ‘Did our Founding Fathers, who gave us our nation’s constitution, believe that biblical truth should be kept separate from American government and public education?’  To put it another way, ‘Would God prefer to keep the Bible out of the public square and classroom?’  
Let’s go back to one of our nation’s founders, James Madison, to a time before our country had its own constitution; a constitution is a written statement outlining the basic laws by which our country is governed.  In the late 1700’s, America was struggling to find a foundation for public life after its hard fought war for independence.  James Madison, along with Thomas Jefferson and others, began to form documents that would lead to a constitution for this new nation.  

James Madison was the fourth president of the United States and an intimate friend of Thomas Jefferson.  He has been referred to as the “Father of the Constitution.”  To give you an idea where Madison stood in his understanding of the relationship between God and Caesar, consider this statement he made:  “Before any man can be considered as a member of civil society, he must be considered as a subject of the Governor of the Universe...”  
Now this is important statement by the “father” of our constitution.  He is saying, in effect, that for America the public square is not for people who subject themselves first to “Caesar,” but for citizens who subject themselves first to God.  James Madison would disagree with the Supreme Court today –– a court that wants to say that the public square and the public classroom are secular places where the will of God should have no say at all.  

Does it matter what Madison thinks?  Studies have been done that have looked at what has happened to our children since the Supreme Court ruled against prayer in the classroom –– a ruling that was handed down in 1963.  Now, I know that there are dangers that concern us about the theology of those leading prayers in a public setting, but that being noted, the evidence indicates a clear downward slide of the health and well-being of America’s youth since that infamous decision was handed down.  

I don’t think that we can say that it was just this Supreme Court’s decision on prayer that damaged our youth.  All kinds of things have been going on since the sixties that have negatively impacted our young people.  But at the very least, this decision against prayer marks a changing pattern within our society –– a change from honoring God in the public square to an effort to remove God from the public arena.  Case in point would be the Supreme Court’s decision to remove creationism from the classroom in 1987.  
This new attitude that rejects God within public life was the subject of a speech given by Rep. William Dannemeyer of California.  Here’s a portion of that speech:  “The Judeo-Christian ethic begins with God, the Creator of man and the world, who gave us moral absolutes and fixed standards.  Moral Relativism denies the existence of God and rejects the application of moral standards to the problems which arise in everyday life.  Under Moral Relativism, man is the final judge of what rules will apply in any situation.  Some people may ask, how did it come to be that a nation which began its existence based on Judeo-Christian ethics is now involved in an intensifying cultural war where advocates of Moral Relativism are seriously contending that their philosophy should now dominate American culture?”  
Dannemeyer is correct in pointing out that our nation began with public standards of right and wrong fixed within the Judeo-Christian world view.  In other words, the Bible was a public book intended for public consumption.  Dannemeyer is reminding us that we began in the clear waters of biblical truth running through the public square and bringing life to the citizens of America, but today we slosh around in a moral cesspool where “each man does what is right in his own eyes.”  (Joshua 21:25)
How did America drift from a high standard of morality rooted in God’s truth to the moral relativism that predominates our culture today?  Some would say that it dates back to the Scopes Monkey Trial (1925) and also to John Dewey (1859 – 1952), the atheist who is the primary architect of public education as we know it in America today.  

For over a half-century, a strong movement has been taking place within the high walls of education to get God out of the classroom.  James Madison believed that if we make students subject to God first, then they will be good citizens.  Today the attitude among secularists is if we get “God” out of children first, then they’ll be good citizens –– a complete reversal.  
The truth is, God has revealed Himself as the Lord of all history.  The significant history that takes place, the moral decisions that happen moment by moment in the public square, are all matters that concern Him.  That’s why the coming of Jesus Christ into history has led to it being divided into B.C. and A.D.  In fact, Jesus Christ is at the very center of our world’s public square.  
It is because of Jesus, and His teachings, that I can tell you that when Caesar says to rebuild Crosstown Highway, God permits it to happen.  But when Caesar says it’s all right to abort children in the womb, or practice infanticide, God says such decisions do not belong to Caesar, or his politicians, but to God.  And God says, “No!”  And our youth need to know that God says “No!”  
Morality, which should be learned in the public classroom, is not up for debate, for according to God’s inspired Word, the matter is settled.  Wrong will always be wrong!  And if we do not teach right from wrong within the public square and the public classroom, do not be surprised when kids bring guns to school and kill each other with them.  It’s not the guns that are doing the killing, it’s mainly kids who have not been taught right from wrong that are killing their peers, their parents, and even strangers.  

III. SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE.

But wait a minute, pastor, our Founding Fathers placed a wall between church and state.  That’s just the way it is!  Well, let’s go back and look at the one who originally used the phrase “Separation of Church and State.”  By the way, that phrase is not found within the Constitution of the United States, but within a letter that Thomas Jefferson wrote to a friend.  What was the issue at stake?  Virginians were being forced to tithe to the Church of England.  As governor of Virginia he pushed through legislation to stop this practice because HE DID NOT WANT A STATE-ESTABLISHED RELIGION!  And rightly so!  

This is a huge point!  Please understand that Jefferson was trying to prevent a single denomination and its theology from being forced upon the citizens of Virginia.  He was not against Christianity influencing government.  He was against forcing a particular denomination upon his citizens.  Unlike what we are told today, Jefferson strongly believed that Christian truth must freely express itself within the public square.  
It’s interesting to note that at the same time Jefferson was moving the legislation just mentioned, he wrote another bill which said, and I quote:  “If any person on Sunday shall himself be found laboring at his own or any other trade... he shall forfeit the sum of ten shillings for every such offense.”  

Now this seems extreme to us, but it clearly shows that Jefferson wanted God’s command to honor the Sabbath day enforced –– not just for Christians –– but also within the public square.  

Jefferson passed all kinds of similar legislation!  For example, he passed legislation that excluded, in the public arena of life, any form of marriage that went against that which is described as proper in the Bible!  In other words, Adam and Eve, yes –– but not Lucas and Dylan or Sofia and Sierra.  

When elected president of the United States, Jefferson wrote, “...the Christian religion is a religion most friendly to liberty, science, and the freest expression of the human mind.”  Today secularists tell us the opposite –– that Christianity is oppressive; that it censors the pursuit of academics.  Jefferson would disagree.  
IV. CONCLUSION.

So what is the Lord saying to you from Matthew’s text, as you sit in the pew, but shortly will leave for the public square?  

First and foremost, He reminds us that He is God, and He has a kingdom.  It is a Kingdom of Grace.  It will stand even if governments fail.  

It stands for us –– imperfect, sinful citizens of God’s Kingdom of Grace.  It stands when our sins are as scarlet, to make us white as snow.  

The words of Christ today also call us into mission.  We are to go out into the public square and share God’s truth... the truth of salvation in Jesus Christ... the truth concerning God’s moral will which is that standard for all human life, not just for Christians.  

Rightly dividing Church and State does not mean separating God from the public square.  In fact, the complete opposite is true.  The wall which our Founding Fathers erected was to prevent the government from telling us that we cannot freely exercise our faith in the public square and the public classroom.  
Our government has become confused on that issue today, but may the Holy Spirit clear our minds so that we will dare to be bold –– so that we give unto God what is God’s!  God sends us out into His world –– the world’s public square –– to proclaim His truth.  The truth of salvation!  The truth concerning His moral standards!  

The issues are important because God desires salvation for all people.  If the Christian message about sin and grace is locked by the government into church buildings, then there will be little hope for the lost.  May we care so greatly for those whom Jesus died for, that we become informed, find our voice, and then vote our conscience.  God grant it be so for Jesus’ sake.  Amen!!!  









