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Rally Day  9/7/08  “Hope for the Lost”  Matthew 18:10-14 
I. INTRODUCTION.
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A man in a hot air balloon realized he was lost.  He spotted a woman below and shouted, "Excuse me, can you help me?  I promised a friend I would meet him an hour ago, but I don’t know where I am."  The woman below replied, "You’re in a hot air balloon hovering approximately 30 feet above the ground.  You’re between 40 and 41 degrees north latitude and between 59 and 60 degrees west longitude."  "You must be an engineer," said the balloonist.  "I am," replied the woman, "How did you know?"  "Well," answered the balloonist, "everything you told me is technically correct, but I’ve no idea what to make of your information, and the fact is I’m still lost.  Frankly, you’ve not been much help at all.  If anything, you’ve delayed my trip."  The woman responded, "You must be in management."  "I am," replied the balloonist, "but how did you know?"  "Well," said the woman, "you don’t know where you are or where you’re going.  You have risen to where you are due to a lot of hot air.  You made a promise, which you have no idea how to keep, and you expect people beneath you to solve your problems.  The fact is, you are in exactly the same position you were in before we met, but now it’s my fault."  
It’s one thing to be lost in a hot balloon.  It’s another to be spiritually lost and headed for a Christless eternity.  We live in a world where we are surrounded by lost people.  Many of them put up a good front.  They give you the impression that all is well with the world.  Many of them are making good money.  Some have lots of toys.  And, yet, in their hearts there is an emptiness that the things of this world cannot fill.  Whether they know it or not, they’re lost.  And the only One who can rescue them is Jesus Christ.  
Today I want to share with you God’s plan for rescuing the lost.  And I am certain that everyone who listens will understand it.  Whether everyone who hears this message will accept it is another question which we will deal with later.  
II. THE SIMPLICITY OF THE GOSPEL.

Some of you are old enough to remember some of the emotional homecoming parades for Vietnam vets.  During the media coverage of one of those parades a Vietnam vet was interviewed as he stood in front of a mobile Vietnam War Memorial.  This memorial lists the names of all the soldiers who died during that war.  A reporter asked him why he had come all the way to Chicago to visit this memorial.  The soldier simply pointed to a name on the wall and with tears streaming down his cheeks he said, “Because of this man right here… he gave his life for me.”  And that said it all… there was no need for further questions.  As the news report ended, the sobbing soldier simply let the tears flow as he stood there tracing the name of his friend with his finger.  
Whenever a follower of Jesus Christ accepts our Lord’s invitation to come to His table, he is coming to a similar memorial.  For, you see, our Lord’s table is more than a Sacrament where His body and blood are present –– the Lord’s table is also a place where we kneel and remember together that, “HE GAVE HIS LIFE FOR ME –– THE SINLESS SON OF GOD DIED IN MY PLACE.”  
That’s not difficult to understand.  Because a holy and just God governs this universe, all crimes against His holiness must be paid for.  In a just society, a judge with an ounce of integrity must do the same.  If a man were to embezzle $50,000 from his company, blow it on a gambling spree in Las Vegas, and then appear in a federal courtroom, that judge must see to it that a price is paid.  So after a trial and a conviction, a sentence is assigned for that criminal to serve.  

Now, I happen to believe that many federal judges are caring people… but they’re also committed to justice.  So in spite of how bad they feel when someone receives a stiff prison sentence and fine, when a crime is committed, that judge must see to it that the crime is paid for.  
Now imagine how shocking it would be for a federal judge to hand down a sentence of a $50,000 fine and ten years in prison to our gambling, embezzling, convicted friend, and then get up from his bench, take off his judicial robe, pay the $50,000 fine from his own life savings, and voluntarily exchange himself for the guilty man and serve the entire prison sentence himself.  What do you think the response of our embezzling, gambling friend would be as he, the guilty party, is set free?  Shock?  Disbelief?  Gratitude?  Can’t you see him shaking his head as he walks out of the courtroom saying, “Why would someone pay for my crimes?  Why would anyone substitute himself to be punished in my place?”  
It’s not difficult to see how this illustrates the central message of the Christian faith.  God is a holy God.  Because He is holy, crimes against His holiness must be paid for.  The Bible says, “The wages of sin is death” which is eternal separation from God in hell.  And the Bible says that “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  A holy God sees all the people He loves headed for eternal condemnation because they all have sinned and committed crimes against His holiness.  And so God does an amazing thing.  He chooses to send the holy Son of God to take on human flesh, to be our substitute and endure the punishment that we deserve.  

But the sins are so serious and so numerous that death is the only just sentence.  A fine or a prison term or a good beating would never do.  That wouldn’t be justice.  So the Bible records that Jesus, the holy Son of God, lovingly and courageously took our place and paid for our crimes with His own blood.  He paid for the crimes against His holiness, making it possible for the guilty not only to be forgiven in this life but also to inherit eternal life with God in heaven.  
The Bible tells us that when Jesus had completed His sacrifice on the cross and He cried out, “It is finished!” the ground shook… the sky went black… the rocks split open… and the dead rose from their graves.  It was the most earth-shattering event in world history.  His death on behalf of all of us was the ultimate picture of God’s love.  He couldn’t bear the thought of all of us being sentenced to eternal condemnation for our crimes against His holiness, so Jesus took upon Himself our sin, our sentence, and our fine.  He paid for them with His life.  
The Vietnam vet stands there sobbing at a memorial tracing with his fingers the name of his friend and he says, “This man died for me.”  The embezzling gambler watches in amazement as the judge offers up his life savings and then serves his prison term voluntarily so that he, the guilty party, can go free.  And Christians come to the Lord’s Supper, kneel down amazed in reverent silence, and consider the fact that God’s Son voluntarily and lovingly died in their place so that they –– the guilty parties –– could be forgiven and made right with God.  

That’s the central message of the Christian faith:  the person, the love, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for you.  You can all understand what I’ve just said –– a child can.  It’s straight forward –– it’s truth on the bottom shelf so everyone can comprehend it.  
III. SAVING FAITH IN MANKIND’S SAVIOR.

But the Bible says that understanding the central message of the Christian faith is not enough.  You can understand the Christian faith and still end up in hell –– Joseph Stalin, who was confirmed Lutheran as a child, understood the Christian faith but it did him no good.  The Bible says you’re going to have to DO something with the Christian message –– not just give it lip-service.  
It makes all the difference in the world how one responds to the Christian faith.  Take, for example, the devoted follower of Charles Darwin –– Thomas Huxley.  A famous biologist and defender of the theory of evolution, Huxley fully understood the truths of the Christian faith.  But how did he respond to that understanding?  History tells us that Huxley devoted his life to attacking the Bible and especially the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
On one occasion, Huxley had just finished a series of lectures attacking the Christian faith and he was in a hurry the following morning to catch his train to the next city.  He took one of Dublin’s horse-drawn taxis and settled back with his eyes closed to rest.  He assumed the driver had been told the destination by the hotel doorman, so all he had said as he got in the taxi was, “Hurry!  I’m almost late… Drive fast!”  The horses lurched forward and galloped across Dublin at a spirited pace.  Before long Huxley glanced out the window and realized they were going west, away from the sun, not toward it.  Leaning forward, the scholar shouted, “Do you know where you are going?”  Without looking back, the driver yelled, “No, your honor!  But I am driving very fast!”  
That true story is more than a story.  It describes every human being who understands who Jesus Christ is but has chosen not to trust in Him –– you see in their lives evidence of great speed and frenzied activity, but an unknown destination.  A contemporary psychologist once admitted, “It is an ironic habit of human beings to run faster when we have lost our way.”  
And so, where do you find yourself today?  Are you in a big hurry these days but unaware of your destination?  Easter is God’s annual question to lost humanity.  All over the world, wherever Christian truth is faithfully proclaimed, Christ is leaning forward and shouting, “Do you know where you are going?”  Some are honest enough to answer, “No, my Lord!  But I am driving very fast!”  Others will stop, turn around, and head toward the Son.  
IV. SHARING CHRIST WITH OTHERS.
Finally a word of encouragement for those who have put their trust in Christ.  Don’t be tricked into thinking that you need to have a degree in theology to share the Good News of God’s love with the lost.  Some of the best witnesses for Jesus are little children who love their Savior.  What you really need to motivate you is a love for people and a love for your Savior.  Here are three simple ways you can share Christ’s love with a friend.  

First of all –– Develop a simple way to share the Gospel message with others.  Start out by talking about how Christ has made a difference in your life.  And then it’s helpful to use illustrations that explain the Gospel.  Here’s one I like –– After a native American came to faith in Christ, he went back to his own people to share the Gospel with them.  One night he placed an earthworm in the middle of a circle of dry leaves.  Then he set the leaves on fire.  The worm tried to escape, crawling this way and that, but it was driven back by the heat.  Finally, as if knowing that it was hopeless, the worm crawled back to the center of the circle and went limp, giving up.  At this point the Indian picked up the worm and said, “This is what it means to be saved… when we go limp, when we know that it is hopeless by our own efforts, God saves us through Christ.”  That’s a great illustration for the Gospel!  So the first thing you can do is develop a simple way of sharing the Good News of God’s love with others.  
A second way you can share Christ’s love with a friend is to invite them to church.  Now here’s where some Christians run into a ditch –– they think their church has to be perfect before they’ll invite anyone.  That’s wrong!  You don’t invite someone because your church is perfect.  You invite them because your church speaks the truth about Jesus Christ.  (6 invites rule)
A third way you can share Christ’s love with a friend is by living a life that reflects the character of Christ.  When people see how Jesus has changed your life for the better, they’ll be more open to receiving Him into their lives.  
Don’t worry if you not a highly trained theologian.  Just remember this –– it’s not your job to change people –– it’s God’s.  Our job is to simply share our Savior’s love through word and deed and let God do the rest.  May God bless all that we do to bring hope to the lost.  In Jesus’ name we ask it.  Amen!!!  
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