1

Ascension Sunday  5/4/08  “The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ”  
Acts 1:1-11
I. INTRODUCTION.

A black man and a white man were driving down the road, debating the topic of whether Jesus was black or white.  On and on they went.  Back and forth … back and forth.  "He was white," says the white guy, "because he was Jewish, and the shroud of Turin confirms that He was Caucasian.  "No," says the black man, “He was black.  Noah’s descendants settled in Ethiopia, and the ancestry of Jesus is from there."  The two men were so busy arguing they weren’t watching the road and slammed into a semi, killing both of them instantly.  The two men wake up in heaven.  In a blink of an eye Jesus welcomes them to heaven saying, "BUENAS DIAS SENORS!" (“Good day, sirs!”)  And that settled the argument –– Now they knew Jesus was Slovak.  
Life after death — immortality — seems to be on everyone’s mind these days.  Dying with the most toys and reaching the top rung of the corporate ladder aren’t as fulfilling as others would have us think.  And so people are searching for the truth when it comes to life beyond the grave.  

Ironically, if you were to take a few months and study the writings of other religions, you would discover that the history of their founders stops abruptly with their deaths.  Buddha died of natural causes and was cremated and his ashes were divided into eight portions for his followers to worship.  Mohammed ate some bad lamb that had been poisoned by his enemies and he died –– you can visit his tomb today in Medina, Saudi Arabia.  Krishna, the supreme god of Hinduism, was accidentally shot in the foot with an arrow and died.  No one knows what happened to his body.  There is no evidence to indicate that Buddha, Mohammed or Krishna rose from the dead and ascended into heaven.  Like everyone else, their bodies were either cremated or buried in graves.  

The Christian faith is different.  The written record of God’s Word and countless eyewitnesses confirm that Jesus Christ was God’s Son.  He died on a cross for the sins of the world.  And He rose from the dead on the third day.  These are the facts that set Him apart from every other religious leader in the world.  The question remains — ‘Can He speak with authority about life after death?’  

I heard about a bank that sent a floral arrangement to a business that had just moved into a new building.  There was a mix-up at the florist, and the card sent with the arrangement read, “With our deepest sympathy.”  The florist apologized, but became even more embarrassed when he learned that the floral arrangement sent to a funeral home read, “Congratulations on your new location.”  

I have good news for you today.  After Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, He moved to a new location –– He ascended into heaven!  Furthermore, the Bible records what Jesus is doing now and what His plans are for the future.  
Today, we are going to consider the Ascension of Jesus Christ and its relevance for our present life and for eternity.  Again our text reads as follows –– “After [Jesus] said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as He was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.” ––Acts 1:9-11
The disciples of Jesus saw Him visibly rise from the ground.  The Lord, clothed in His resurrected body, moved from this material world into the spiritual world.  His followers were stunned.  Two angels appeared to them and told them that Jesus had been taken up into heaven.  Life would go on for these disciples, but they would never be the same.  The Ascension of Jesus Christ changed everything for them and us.  Let’s look first at…
II. THE MAJESTY OF THE ASCENDED CHRIST
Have you ever considered what it must have been like when Jesus entered heaven after His death, burial, and resurrection?  John’s Gospel records a prayer Jesus prayed to His heavenly Father the night before He died.  Here’s what He said:  “I have brought You glory on earth by completing the work You gave Me to do.  And now, Father, glorify Me in your presence with the glory I had with You before the world began.” ––John 17:4-5
Jesus Christ is eternal–– He was never created.  So, before He came to earth He existed in spirit form with all the glory of the eternal Son of God.  When Jesus took on human flesh in the womb of His mother, He laid aside His glory in heaven for the next thirty-three years.  But after His glorious resurrection from the dead, He returns to heaven to once again receive the glory that was rightfully His from eternity!  

I want you to get the picture here.  The Bible tells us, “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men.” ––Ephesians 4:8  Think of Jesus as a victorious general returning from battle having conquered our three greatest enemies –– sin, death and the power of the devil.  Through the spirit realm, this glorious march made its way to heaven.  

In the 24th Psalm we are given a glimpse of how heaven prepared for the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Here’s what it says:  “Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you everlasting doors, that the King of glory may come in.  Who is this King of glory?  The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.  Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you everlasting doors, that the King of glory may come in.  Who is He, this King of glory?  The LORD Almighty — He is the King of glory.” ––Psalm 24:7-10  
Angels bowed in submission as Jesus came through the gates in royal procession.  The Old Testament saints marveled at the beauty and glory of the Son of God.  They, too, joined the angels in thunderous praise and worship.  The glory that had belonged to Jesus for all of eternity engulfed Him like the royal garment of a king.  

This is a portion of what the Bible says of Christ’s majesty in heaven.  This, my friends, is clearly the kind of God you would want to love and serve!  Secondly, let’s look at … 

III. THE MASTERY OF THE ASCENDED CHRIST.

The Bible is clear about what happened when Jesus arrived in heaven.  We read these words in the Epistle of Hebrews –– “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word.  After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.” ––Hebrews 1:3  The Gospel of Mark says this about the Ascension of Christ:  “After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was taken up into heaven, and He sat at the right hand of God.” ––Mark. 16:19
You’ll notice the use of the phrase, “The right hand of God.”  What does it mean?  It begins with the fact that 90% of us are right-handed, and so the right hand symbolizes power and authority.  Therefore, when Scripture says that Jesus sat down at the right hand of God it does not mean that Jesus is sitting on some massive throne in heaven doing nothing –– it means that He now occupies the ultimate position of power and authority in the Universe.  And when Scripture says that Jesus “sat down” it is referring to the fact that the work of saving mankind from its enemies is now complete.  
Through His Ascension, the Son of God, who humbled Himself like no one who has ever lived, has now been exalted like no other person.  Listen to what Scripture says about His exaltation –– “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know [the glorious Father’s] incomparably great power for us who believe.  That power is like the working of His mighty strength, which He exerted in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be Head over everything for the Church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way.” ––Ephesians 1:18-23  Jesus, in His glorified human body, now rules in majesty in heaven.  He is both Savior and Lord!  
This is the word from the other side of the grave.  Jesus Christ has no rival to His power in this world or in the spirit world.  He is eternally triumphant and He will rule forevermore!  He is Someone you can trust in and obey!  

There is third thing I want you to see is … 

IV. THE MINISTRY OF THE ASCENDED CHRIST
We’ve examined the majesty and the mastery of the ascended Christ.  But, the question is, ‘Does He have a continuing ministry?’  

During Jesus’ three-year ministry on earth, His physical presence limited Him to one place at a time –– He couldn’t be both here and there at the same time.  But, after His Ascension to the right hand of the Father, His omnipresence (present everywhere) expanded His ministry.  So, exactly what is Jesus doing now?  

First of all, Jesus closed sin’s account.  The Bible puts it this way:  “Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when this Priest [namely, Jesus] had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, He sat down at the right hand of God. Since that time He waits for His enemies to be made His footstool, because by one sacrifice He has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.” ––Hebrews 10:11-14  If you trust in Jesus, your sin account has been closed forever!  You can quit beating yourself up because you have received the righteousness of Christ!  In God’s sight you are holy.  
Now you might be thinking, “How can I be saved if I continue to sin?  Doesn’t sin disqualify me from being saved?”  Here’s how the Bible handles that question:  “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have One who speaks to the Father in our defense — Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” ––1st John 2:1-2  You see, when you and I sin, the Lord Jesus presents His sacrifice as the payment for our sin.  That’s why Scripture says, “Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them.” ––Hebrews 7:25  True salvation is ours because of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and continuing ministry before the Father!  

Here’s the second thing Jesus is doing for you now in Heaven:  He prays for you.  Do you ever feel as if life has caved in on you and you don’t know what to do or what to pray?  Listen to what the Bible says –– “Christ Jesus, who died — more than that, who was raised to life — is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.” ––Romans 8:34  Stop and think about this.  Jesus Christ, who has all authority in heaven and on earth, is praying for you.  He wants you to fulfill your purpose in life.  He wants you to finish the race that is set before you.  The Son of God is our prayer partner!  This is why the Bible says, “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” ––Hebrews 4:16  We have access to the Father through the Son who cares for us and prays for us.  What a great blessing!  

The third thing Jesus is doing for us in heave is, He sends the Holy Spirit to live within the believer.  Jesus told His disciples, “Now I am going to Him who sent Me … But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Counselor shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.” ––John 16:5, 7  If you are a believer, your body has become the temple of the Holy Spirit.  And the mission of the Holy Spirit is to bring you to faith in Christ and to build the character of Christ into your life.  The presence of the Holy Spirit in your life is a special gift from the ascended Christ.  

Finally, Jesus is preparing a place in heaven for you.  He told His heartbroken disciples shortly before He went to the cross, “Do not let your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.” ––John 14:1-2  Can you imagine what our Lord is preparing for us?  The Bible says, "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him” ––1st Corinthians 2:9  That’s how much He loves you!  

Only Jesus can speak with authority about life and death and life after death.  Only He sits at the right hand of the Father in heaven.  Buddha, Mohammed and Krishna are nothing more than sinners who need a Savior.  
CONCLUSION
I close with this poem about heaven:
I dreamed death came the other night  And heaven’s gate swung wide. 
With kindly grace an angel fair  Ushered me inside. 
And there, to my astonishment  Stood folks I’d known on earth. 
Some I’d judged and labeled as “Unfit”, “Of little worth”. 
Indignant words rose to my lips, But never were set free 
For every face showed stunned surprise. 
No one expected me!
Heaven is a place for saved people.  And the only Person who can save you is Jesus Christ, our crucified, risen and ascended Lord.  Trust in Him as if your very life depends on it –– and it does!  Then make it your life’s goal to tell those the world has labeled “Unfit” or “Of little worth” the Good News about this wondrous risen and ascended Savior who saves sinners such as you and me.  God grant it be so for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.  

