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Easter 5  April 20th, 2008  “Finding Truth in a Fallen World” 
John 14:1-14  
I. LOST.

In 2005 a major earthquake rocked Pakistan and the surrounding countries, causing over 1000’s of deaths and untold misery to millions of people.  In the midst of that tragedy comes a true story which brought joy to one Pakistani family.  A French rescue team was able to locate a small child 18 feet beneath the rubble, trapped in an air pocket.  A television crew filmed the rescue as the father waited anxiously for his son.  Cameras were there when the little boy was pulled out of the rubble and placed into his father’s arms.  His son, who once was lost, now was found.  

A more profound lostness can be found in our own personal lives –– it’s a spiritual lostness:  We might not be physically trapped in the rubble of an earthquake this morning, but a more profound truth is that many people are lost and trapped in the rubble of their sins … lost in a meaningless existence and trapped in the lie that materialism brings fulfillment.  
People are lost in that they don’t know where their lives are going.  As somebody cynically put it:  “We’re just rats in a rat race.”  A rocker named David Byrne (Talking Heads) puts it this way in one of his songs –– "We’re on the road to nowhere." That’s how a lot of people feel which explains a lot of their hopelessness and destructive behavior.  

It’s common to see a profound lostness in the hearts of people we thought had it all together.  Celebrities like Britney Spears, Kiefer Sutherland, Mel Gibson, Robin Williams and others who have tried to find comfort in booze, drugs, materialism and fame, are still searching.  That’s why it’s refreshing to hear a voice say, "I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE!" and to know that the One who spoke those words is Someone who can back them up.  
Are you trapped in the search for fulfillment?  Maybe you’re like the guy who sells his soul trying to reach the top rung of the corporate ladder only to discover that being the top dog isn’t all it was cracked up to be.  Perhaps you’re like the child at Christmas who rips open his presents but is never satisfied and ends up playing with the box.  People endeavor to fill their lives with what the world offers from money to possessions; from power to fame; from pleasures to relationships only to discover that these things never live up to all the hype.  
In 2003, former heavyweight boxing champion, Mike Tyson, was declared bankrupt.  He owed a stretch limo firm $309,000.  A year earlier he had spent $174,000 on a white gold necklace with 80 carats of diamonds.  On one shopping spree He spent $140,000 on two white Bengal tigers and $1.5 million on four Bentleys.  

The staff at a shop in Caesars’ Mall in Las Vegas will never forget the time Tyson and his entourage left with $250,000 worth of gear.  In 2005 Tyson found himself $30 million dollars in debt.  Spending his way to happiness hadn’t worked.  He was more unhappy than ever.  In an interview after his final defeat against journeyman, Kevin McBride, he said, “Who am I?  What am I?  I don’t even know.  I’m just a dumb child whose been abused and robbed by lawyers. I’m just a fool who thinks he’s someone."  
The good news is, there’s hope for the Mike Tysons of the world and for the rest of us.  For even though we might be lost and trapped spiritually we can be rescued.  We can find real fulfillment in the One who said, “I am the way, the truth and the life!”  Let’s take a closer look at what Jesus said.  First, He said … 

II. “I AM THE WAY.”

Now this is a statement which goes against the grain here in America because here we take pride in the diversity of our people.  We claim to be a tolerant society, yet the truth of the matter is, people are increasingly being forced into the mold of secular-humanism.  And what does secular-humanism teach?  It teaches that the only reality is the material universe –– there’s no God, no angels, no heaven or hell, no purpose for living –– just atoms and molecules and the big bang theory.  Of course the pressure to accept secular-humanism is not like that of a police state.  The workings of political correctness are far more subtle than that, but still very effective.  If you don’t believe me, then I encourage you to go see the family-friendly movie, “Expelled!”, starring Ben Stein, now showing at a local theatre.  “Expelled” documents the efforts being made in public education to force-feed our children the atheistic theory of evolution while expelling all references to God, creation and intelligent design.  I strongly encourage you to go see this movie!  
When all is said and done, there are three basic ways to go in life.  First, you can go the way of Religious Pluralism –– which says that Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc… are all fine religions.  Each, they say, has an element of truth in it and so it doesn’t matter which one you land on or whether you take a little of this religion and mix it with a little of that religion –– it’s all good, they say, since they all lead to God.  That’s the way of religious pluralism.  

The second way we’ve already talked about and that’s the way of Secular Humanism –– which says there is no God, there is no meaning to life.  There’s just the progression from ‘the goo to the zoo to you’ with nowhere to go.  Francis Voltaire, the 18th century French atheist who predicted that Christianity would disappear in a hundred years, once exclaimed that men are "tormented atoms in a bit of mud, devoured by death, a mockery of fate.”  He goes on to add this cheery note:  “This world, this theatre of pride and wrong, swarms with sick fools who talk of happiness."  Ironically, here’s what Voltaire said to his doctor on his death bed:  “I am abandoned by God and man!  I will give you half of what I am worth if you will give me six months’ life.  Then I shall go to hell and you will go with me.  O Christ!  O Jesus Christ!”  Now that’s a strange thing for an atheist to be saying, don’t you think?  Reminds me of the church sign that said, “God does not believe in atheists.  Therefore, atheists do not exist.”  The point being, there are no true atheists, only those who say they are.  
Unfortunately, most people don’t know what Voltaire said on his death bed.  And so he and others like him have misled countless millions of people into believing that their lives are meaningless, the products of blind chance, lacking any hope or purpose for existence.  

The irony here is evolutionary scientists themselves know that they cannot prove that all life came into existence by accident.  And yet time and time again, as we’re watching our televisions, we are force-fed the empty lie of evolution like babies in a high chair.  Listen to this statement taken from the website –– theedge.com:  117 scientists were asked "What do you believe is true even though you cannot prove it?"  Prof. Richard Dawkins (University of Oxford), a leading spokesman for Darwinian evolution, said, "I believe, but I cannot prove, that all life, all intelligence, all creativity and all design anywhere in the universe is the direct or indirect product of Darwinian natural selection."  Professor Dawkins, let me ask you this question:  “If science cannot prove evolution, if it is nothing more than a theory based upon atheistic presuppositions, then why are our school children not given the opportunity to hear the other side of the argument, namely, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”?  
We live in a confusing world.  There are many who say finding God is like one huge mountain and we’re all going up to the summit from different angles but ultimately we will all reach the summit.  We just get there in different ways.  It’s a nice thought, isn’t it, but that is not what Jesus teaches here.  He said, “No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  And so the third way you can take in life is trusting in Jesus Christ, Mankind’s Savior.  
Jesus says I am the only way.  Yes, the way to God is like climbing a mountain, but the only way we will get to the summit is with Jesus.  He’s the Anchor Man who goes ahead of us.  Jesus is the Key Player.  He’s the One holding the rope.  As you climb that mountain you’re trusting Him with your life.  It’s He who enables you to get to the summit.  There is no other way.  

Yes, people are trying to climb that same mountain.  Yes, they are seeking God, but many have the wrong tools:  Their trust is not in Jesus.  All world religions except Christianity place their emphasis upon good works to reach the summit.  They say that it’s up to you to save yourself but they’re trusting in the wrong tools to get there.  And so I need to ask you, ‘What are you trusting in?’  
You may have heard the amusing story about the plane going north with only four people on board –– the pilot, a brilliant scientist, a pastor and a Cub Scout.  The plane has engine trouble and so the pilot goes to the passengers to inform them of the situation.  He explains that the plane is about to crash and that there are only three parachutes.  Seeing that it’s his plane and he has a wife and kids to support, he informs them that he’s taking one of the parachutes.  That leaves three passengers and two parachutes.  The scientist says, "You need to know that I’m the most brilliant scientist in the world.  If I don’t take one of those parachutes I will be greatly missed.  I must have one of those parachutes."  So he grabs a parachute, jumps out, leaving the Cub Scout and the pastor.  The pastor turns to the Cub Scout says, "Look, son, I’ve had a good life.  I know where I’m going.  But you have your whole life ahead of you.  I want you to take the last parachute."  The pastor had barely finished speaking when the Cub Scout said, “Cool it, Reverend!  The smartest man in the world just grabbed my knap sack and jumped out of the plane!”  The point being, there are a lot of smart people like Prof. Richard Dawkins who are falling to Christless eternities holding onto knap sacks of worldly knowledge which cannot save them.  
Are you trusting in the right thing?  It’s only Jesus that you can trust when it comes to eternity.  Only He is sufficient to save you in this life and bring you to your eternal home in heaven.  

Perhaps you’ve heard of the Army Corp of engineers.  These are highly skilled people who can build bridges in the most difficult of situations.  Jesus Christ did just that –– He built a bridge in the most difficult of situations.  We call that bridge the cross.  And it was upon the cross that Jesus carried our sins in His body, enabling us to cross over from death to life.  Jesus Christ is the Way.  
In our Gospel lesson Jesus also says that He is … 

III. “I AM THE TRUTH.”
We live in a postmodern world that acknowledges no ultimate truth.  Truth in our culture is something under attack.  A postmodern world believes in truth which is relative to the individual.  In other words, what might be true to you may not be true to me.  The attitude is:  “You tell me your truth and I’ll tell you mine.”  

That reminds me of Jesus when he stood before Pontus Pilate:  When Jesus explained He had come to testify to the truth, Pilate sarcastically replied, "What is truth?"  
Pilate misunderstood all that Jesus stood for because in Jesus we see the fulfillment of 100’s of prophecies relating to His eternal existence:  His Birth, His life, His death and resurrection, here we have a Person who is different.  In Jesus we see the embodiment of truth.  That’s why He could say to Pilate, "I have come to testify to the truth."  

Prime Minister Winston Churchill once said, "Truth is unquestionable.  Panic may resent it; ignorance may ridicule it; hatred may distort it; but there it is."  

Are you like Pilate today?  Do you say, “What is truth?”  People misunderstand the truth of the Christ’s Gospel.  Some resent it.  People ridicule it!  Others distort it, but it will never change.  Truth is unquestionable.  Therefore, just because we fail to accept the truth does not mean that it will ever disappear –– the truth will still be there.  

Jesus tells the truth about the human condition.  He calls people to repent even though many were unsettled by what He said and would never accept it because they consider themselves to be good people who do not need a Savior.  To them Jesus says, “I have not come to call the [self]righteous but sinners to repentance.”  He is saying that sin, which is in our lives right now has trapped us and is preventing us from receiving eternal life.  As a result He calls you and me to repent.  To repent simply means to be sorry for your sin and to turn to Christ for forgiveness.  It means to have a complete change of mind and attitude.  

Jesus said, “I am the Way and the Truth” … and, third, He said … 
IV. “I AM THE LIFE!”
It’s when we acknowledge this truth and receive the offer of Christ’s forgiveness that we begin to live our lives with real purpose and meaning.  We’re like that little boy in need of being pulled out of the rubble –– we need to be rescued and placed into the Father’s arms who loves us.  Jesus is that Savior who rescues us from the rubble of our sinful lives and places us into our Father’s arms.  
And once that happens, it becomes possible to live the abundant life.  Instead of being controlled by the hopelessness and fear and greed and lust of this world, we begin to learn what it means to be Christ-like.  And living abundantly not only means keeping our lives focused on Christ, but it also means that we want others to escape the darkness of this world.  It means we care enough for the lost that we want them to be in heaven, too.  And so we use our time wisely in this world, not only preparing ourselves for eternity, but also helping others to come to know and love this great Savior whom we serve.  That, my friends, is the abundant life that Jesus offers.  My prayer is that it may be yours as well.  God grant it be so for Jesus’ sake.  Amen!!!  
