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Pentecost 2  May 25th, 2008  Ten Values that Build Strong Families – Part 2 – “Accept No Substitutes” ––Exodus 20:4-5  
I. INTRODUCTION.
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Those of you who watched “American Idol” know that its season came to a climax this past Wednesday when David Cook became the new American Idol.  This year was the first time I’ve watched the program and I must admit I found it engaging.  
As I thought about how life was going to change for David, it made me wonder about the legacy he will leave once all is said and done?  Will he be known as the guy who became the 7th American Idol?  Or will he be known more for his compassion and faith?  Only time will tell.  To put things into perspective, there’s no doubt in my mind that David would gladly give up his American Idol title in exchange for his older brother’s recovery from advanced brain cancer.  Please keep David and his family in your prayers.  
How about you?  What kind of legacy do you want to leave?  Let me put it this way:  Do you want to be remembered for what you owned or for what you did?  I remember reading about a robbery that took place in London.  Armed gunmen broke into the deposit boxes in a London bank and stole valuables worth more than $7 million.  One lady, whose jewelry was appraised at $500,000, wailed, “Everything I had was in there.  My whole life was in that box.”  What a sad commentary on her values!  
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” ––Matthew 6:21  Now Jesus wasn’t saying that owning things was evil.  Getting enjoyment out of a car, a home or even a hobby is not bad in and of themselves.  But, when our lives become so focused on “what” we own as opposed to “what” we do, we are guilty of idol worship.  When our lives revolve around what we can put in a box –– whether that box be a safety deposit box or a garage –– our values can be suspect.  Life was never meant to be lived in a box.  Seeking fulfillment through our obedience to God is really living “outside” the box.  
Last week we started a series entitled Ten Values to Build Strong Families –– based on the Ten Commandments.  The Ten Commandments is one article of faith that Christians, Jews and Muslims can all agree upon.  Each faith recognizes them, not as ten suggestions, but as Ten Commandments originating in the mind of God.  Today we continue our study of the 1st commandment and how it provides a strong foundation for families to build upon.  Our text continues:  Exodus 20:4-5 ––“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them.”  
The 1st Commandment is saying two things:  Don't idolize anything and worship God only.  First … 
I. DON'T IDOLIZE ANYTHING.
What is an idol?  An idol is anything that becomes more important to you than God.  To idolize something means to value it more than God.  Some people park their idols in the garage.  Others dock their idols at Lake Minnetonka.  Still others put their idols in their safe deposit box.  Some are married to their idols.  Clearly, idols are just as much a problem today as they were in Moses’ day.  
Archaeologists tell us in every culture throughout history there have been idols –– statues of animals, gods and goddesses of various sizes and shapes.  People have always had the desire to turn objects or people or things into objects of worship.  God says don't do that.  
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In days of Moses there were three primary idols.  There was Baal who was the god of sex.  There was Mammon who was the god of money.  And there was Molech who was the god of violence.  Now these idols no longer look like they did in Moses’ day.  We just pay billions of dollars today to go to movies to watch sex, money and violence.  

In the Old Testament idols were made of stone, brick, rock, clay, wood or metal.  Today we have mental images not material images.  The shrine that you find in a lot of homes in America is the little box that you plug in called the TV.  Every night when we turn it on we see our idols on TV.  We don't worship objects as much as we worship images –– images of success, images of wealth, images of sensuality.  It's very difficult to raise your kids in an environment where society is saying, ‘These are the most important things in life’ and you're trying to say, ‘No, there are other values that are more important.’  Nevertheless, we are called by God to teach our kids the disadvantages of idols.  
Deuteronomy 4:15-16 –– "For your own good don't sin by making an idol in any form at all."  Circle the phrase "for your own good".  God says, ‘For your own good don't make an idol.’  Today we identify our idols on T-shirts.  People proudly proclaim what they're committed to.  God says for your own good don't idolize anything or anyone.  Why?  First of all … 
Idols will disappoint you.

They always promise more than they can deliver.  Jeremiah 10:14 –– "Those who make idols are disillusioned because the gods they made are false and lifeless."  On TV it says, ‘Wear our label and you'll be popular, buy our product and you'll be successful, drink our beer and it doesn't get any better than this, buy our toothpaste and you'll have sex appeal.’  They always promise more than they can deliver.  
Have you ever ordered something through a mail order catalog and when you got it you were disappointed with what you got?  Anytime you put any person, any thing, any product in God’s place, anytime you expect any one to solve all your problems or guarantee all your happiness, you're going to be disappointed.  Idols will always disappoint you.  Second, don’t idolize anything because … 
Idols will dominate you.

If you’re not careful, they end up controlling your life.  1st Corinthians 12:2 –– "Before you knew Christ you were controlled by dead idols, who always led you astray."  Circle "controlled" and "always led you astray".  The Bible is saying there are two inevitable results when you love something more than God:  First, 
The thing you love more than God will begin to control you.  The word we use today for idols is the word "addiction".  You can be addicted to your work, to sex, to sports, not just alcohol or drugs.  The bottom line is, when you love something more than God it will eventually control your life.  People say "I can give it up at any time."  Then why don't you?  If you don’t it will dominate your life and leave you feeling hopeless.  Second, when you love something more than God … 
The thing you love more than God will lead you astray.  You lose your way in life when a false god takes over.  How many people by the enticement of a promotion were led to neglect their family at a crucial time in their kids’ lives?  Or for the promise of fame compromised their integrity?  Or to make some fast money threw their convictions out the door.  David Cook isn’t the only one facing those temptations.  We all do.  
God says if you don't watch out an idol –– anything that you love more than God –– will distract you and you will lose your values.  It will dominate your life.  
The third reason why you should not idolize any person or thing is, 
Idols will deform you.

They will change you.  They'll warp you, you will lose the uniqueness that God gave you because you were changed by the values of a false god.  Psalm 115:8 ––“Those who make idols become like them and so will those who trust in them.”  We shape an idol and it ends up shaping us.  You will become like whatever is first place in your life.  That’s why we need to reserve first place in our lives for God so that we don’t lose the uniqueness of who God created you to be.  
One time a rich young ruler came to Jesus.  He was a yuppie (young, highly educated, city-dwelling professional who is materialistic to the extreme).  The yuppie said "What must I do to have eternal life?"  Jesus says to the yuppie, "Go, sell everything you've got, give it to the poor and come follow me."  It's interesting that no other time in the Bible did Jesus say that to anyone.  He only said it to the yuppie.  Why?  Because Jesus knew that the idol in his life was his bank account.  Our Lord went straight to the heart of the issue and said, “You've got another god in your life and if you really want to follow Me, you must give it up and come, follow Me.”  
The yuppie counted the cost, decided it wasn't worth it and walked away.  What do you need to give up?  What is it that's keeping you from being all that God intends for you to be?  Maybe you’re thinking, "I don't want to let go of this relationship; I know it's not right but I don't want to let go of it."  Or "I know this career isn’t right but I'm going to hold on to it anyway."  Or "I know this habit isn't right, but it makes me feel good."  Those are idols.  
Some of you went to the Pompeii exhibit at the Science Museum.  You’re aware of the fact that the eruption of Mount Vesuvius engulfed the residents of that city so quickly that some were preserved in the moment of death holding on to what was most precious to them – their money, jewels, etc…  It should make us think, ‘What should I be holding on to in the moment of death?’  The truth is, the cross of Christ is the only thing worth hanging on to as you pass from this world into eternity.  
Idols will distract you, dominate you, disappoint you, and will eventually destroy you if you’re not on your guard.  That’s why God says, "For your own good don't let anything of this world take first place in your life –– not your career or boy/girlfriend or spouse or gold, jewels, or property –– none of them are more important than Me!"  
The second thing the 1st Commandment says is … 

II. WORSHIP ONLY GOD!

How does this apply to our families?  Have you ever heard anybody say, "I worship the ground he/she walks on."  God says, "Worship only Me."  Worship means give my highest love and devotion.  Only God deserves my highest loyalty for only God made me.  Unfortunately, many people are like those described in Romans 1:25 –– “Many exchange the truth about God for a lie; they worship and serve what God has created instead of the Creator Himself.”  It blows my mind to think about the crazy things that people will substitute for Almighty God –– things like crystals and money and movie stars and athletes and the greatest American idol of all –– SELF.  My friends, there is a better way and that is putting God first in your life.  
There are three benefits of worshiping only God.  First … 
IT WILL DELIGHT ME –– fulfillment

When you put God first in your life and you love Him most, God says you will experience all the fulfillment in life that you've been looking for in other places.  Psalm 37:4 –– “Seek your happiness in the Lord and He will give you your heart's desire.”  
So many people end up looking back on their lives and saying, “I wish I had taken Christ seriously when I was young.  I could have avoided so much grief in my life.”  Romans 10:11 –– “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed.”  Accept no substitute.  Don't settle for an idol.  Put your faith in the only One who can really help you.  The second benefit of worshiping only God is, 
IT WILL DELIVER ME –– freedom

The Bible says you will experience freedom like you've never felt if you will put God first in your life.  Jesus said, "If you obey my teaching you will know the truth and the truth will set you free." And again, "If the Son sets you free, you will be really free."  
Why is it when I put God first in my life and in my family it sets my family free?  1st, you don’t have to worry about pleasing everyone –– you can’t.  Your focus in life is to live for Christ; 2nd, when you put God first in my life it sets you free from your past.  You've been completely forgiven.  You don't carry those regrets any more.  You’re set free in the present, you have a new power to break the habits you couldn't break on your own.  And you’re free in the future, you’re not afraid of dying, you know where you’re going.  I'm free in the past, present, and future.  That’s real freedom.  And 3rd, when you put God first in your life it helps you become the unique person God meant for you to be.  You will become more and more like what you love.  "As the Spirit of the Lord works with us, we become more and more like Him."  Whatever you love you're going to become like.  Whatever you worship you're going to become like.  If you love money you're going to become materialistic.  If you worship yourself, you're going to become more selfish.  If you worship Christ, you're going to become like Him.  
Becoming Christ-like is what God wants you to become.  He wants you to develop the character of Christ –– He wants you to possess such qualities as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  By allowing the Holy Spirit to develop these divine characteristics in your life, you will become the kind of person God intends for you to be.  And you will find yourself prepared for eternity.  
On this Memorial Day weekend we’re once again reminded that America did not become the great nation she is today because she worshiped idols.  America has been blessed as a nation because she put God first.  If we, as a nation, are to reverse the moral decline we see in our country, then the families of our nation must build their lives on the solid foundation of putting God first in our lives.  Here’s what President Ronald Reagan had to say about the family:  “The family has always been the cornerstone of American society.  Our families nurture, preserve and pass on to each succeeding generation the values we share and cherish, values that are the foundation for our freedoms.  In the family, we learn our first lessons of God and man, love and discipline, rights and responsibilities, human dignity and human frailty.  Our families give us daily examples of these lessons being put into practice.  In raising and instructing our children, in providing personal and compassionate care for the elderly, in maintaining the spiritual strength of religious commitment among our people –– in these and other ways, America’s families make immeasurable contributions to America’s well-being.  Today more than ever, it is essential that these contributions not be taken for granted and that each of us remember that the strength of our families is vital to the strength of our nation.”  
President Reagan is right.  A nation is only as strong as its families.  And families are only as strong as their commitment to the Lord.  On this Memorial Day weekend, let us recommit ourselves to putting away the idols of our age and building our families on the strong foundation of Jesus Christ.  God grant it be so for Jesus’ sake.  Amen!!!  
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