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Pentecost 4  June 8th, 2008  Ten Values that Build Strong Families – Part 3 – “Taking God Seriously” ––Exodus 20:7  
I. INTRODUCTION.

We're in part three today of Ten Values that Build Strong Families and we're going to look at the Second Commandment that I can summarize in one sentence:  God says, "Take My name seriously".  
Paul Dickinson has written a book called Names.  He has a hobby of collecting strange and unusual names.  He says sometimes names seem to be prophetic.  For example, there was a Montreal window washer who died by accident, falling as he was washing windows –– his name was Will Drop.  Others, he says, seem destined for certain occupations.  Joe Bunt became a baseball coach.  A man by the name of Dan Druff became a barber.  Jeff Treadwell became a foot doctor.  Goforth and Ketchum, two guys, became police officers and partners.  O'Neill and Pray became partners in church furnishings.  Will Crumble became a plaster contractor.  On the other hand, when I was at the Fairview University Hospital one of the doctors on staff was named Dr. Sick.  And my surgeon’s name was Dr. Payne –– fortunately, neither of them lived up to their names!  
II. MISUSES OF GOD’S NAME.
What's in a name?  God says there's a lot in a name when it's His name.  In Exodus 20:7 He says, "You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God."  That’s the Second Commandment.  Now let me ask you this question:  Have you ever misused the name of God without thinking about what you were saying?  Throughout Scripture God says, "Don’t do that."  A good example would be Leviticus 24:10-16 where two men get into a fight.  One of the guys in a moment of anger misuses the Lord’s name.  Moses goes to the Lord for guidance and God tells Moses, "Take the blasphemer outside the camp, and tell all those who heard the curse to lay their hands on his head.  Then let the entire community stone him to death.  Say to the people of Israel:  Those who curse their God will be punished for their sin.  Anyone who blasphemes the Name of the Lord must be stoned to death by the whole community of Israel.  Any native-born Israelite or foreigner among you who blasphemes the Name of the Lord must be put to death."  

Now, when you first hear about what happened to that poor guy it’s natural to think, "Am I glad that times have changed!  Thank God that we live under the grace of the New Testament instead of the harsh judgment of the Old.  Thank God for the cross!  Thank God that “if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” ––1st John 1:9  Thank God that when we mess up, there’s the possibility of getting a second chance!  

But even so, this story in Leviticus gives us a good picture of how God feels when you misuse His name.  Listen to what Jesus says in Matthew 12:36 –– “I tell you this, men will have to give account on the Day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken.”  That means, words will be a basis for judgment because words reveal who a person truly is.  Jesus goes on to say, “For by your words you will be declared innocent, and by your words you will be condemned.” ––Verse 37  Those are sobering words!  If you’re one of those people who’s in the habit of misusing the Lord’s name, then you’re going to wish that you were somewhere else because Jesus is going to say, "Wait a minute!  I died for your sins!  I went through hell on that cross so that you could receive eternal life in heaven.  And this is how you repay Me?  You think it’s cool to go around flippantly saying "Jesus Christ" every time you feel irritated?  I thought you said you were a Christian.  But you’re no child of mine."  

Just as you and I are sensitive about our names, God is rightfully sensitive about His.  Just like anyone else, He wants to be treated with respect.  When I was in high school, kids used to mess with my last name –– they’d put it to music, you know, “Twinkle, twinkle, little star, how I wonder what you are…” –– and assorted other misuses of my name.  Now why would something like that bug you?  Because your name is not just some ordinary word.  It’s who you are.  It’s your identity.  

Now if you and I get offended when people make light of our names, why should we expect God to feel any different when people make light of His name?  

Maybe you’re thinking, "Pastor, I don’t think this sermon applies to me.  I never take the Lord’s name in vain."  Maybe that’s because when we think of misusing the name of God, we think of cursing.  And we all know that’s wrong.  But I can think of a number of other ways people misuse God’s name.  
The first way is by using it as an expression of surprise.  Like when someone says, "Oh my God, I just caught a ten pound fish!"  Or, "Good Lord, I can’t believe Suzy is pregnant again."  Or "Oh my God, I just broke my fingernail!"  When you say stuff like that, what you’re really doing is reducing God to a level of "Wow!" or "Cool!"  You’re treating God Almighty like an exclamation point.  And Scripture says, "Don’t do that."  Leviticus 22:32 –– "Do not bring shame on the Name of the Lord your God."  Don’t treat God like some common, ordinary catchphrase, because at the end of the day, He’s not going to let you get away with it.  

Sometimes, people use God’s name as an excuse to do what they want to do rather than what He wants us to do:  "Honey, I know I promised to mow the lawn this morning.  But I sense that God wanted me to sleep in a little longer."  Or, "I prayed about it, but I don’t think God wants me to stay in this marriage."  People use God as a cover for their bad behavior so they can do what they want to do.  And that’s an insult to the Lord because He’s thinking, "Who does this joker think he is?  If he thinks I’m going to endorse his irresponsible behavior, he’s got another thing coming."  

Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, tried to get away with this in Isaiah 36:10.  When he was attacking Judah, he said, "Have I come to attack and destroy this land without the Lord?  The Lord Himself told me to march against this country and destroy it."  Well, that was a bunch of baloney.  God no more told Sennacherib to destroy Israel than He told Adolf Hitler to exterminate the Jews.  Sennacherib was just using God as an excuse to go around conquering other countries.  

Another way of misusing God’s name is by using it as an expression of anger.  Like if you have dinner reservations and your wife is taking a long time to decide what she’s going to wear.  And in your frustration, you say, "God, would you hurry up???!!!"  The truth is that you’re not thinking about God at all.  To you, it’s just a convenient way of venting your frustration.  And that’s misusing the Lord’s name and breaking His Commandment.  

Here’s something to think about.  When we get frustrated, why do we always have to bring God’s name into it or use some 4-letter word?  Why don’t we just say something harmless like, "Ah, Packers!" or "Ah, Vikings!" depending on which team you don’t like.   The truth is, it takes a lot of maturity to watch your language.  Especially when you’re angry.  Or you stub your toe.  Or you’re stuck at a railroad crossing.  Or a guy cuts you off in traffic.  And I think there are better words than ‘Jerk’ or ‘Idiot’ or ‘moron’ to call people –– how about ‘Republican’ or ‘Democrat’, or some other harmless name.  The point is, it takes discipline not to curse or put down people who have offended us.  If you really need to vent your frustration, my advice would be to find a clean word that works for you.  Do what you have to do.  But for your own sake, leave ‘put downs’ and God out of it!  

By the way, sometimes people even misuse God’s name in church.  How many times have you ever sung a hymn and you weren’t thinking about what you were singing?  Your mind was a million miles away.  You were just going through the motions.  You’re singing, "Great is thy faithfulness.  O God my Father!"  And the whole time you’re not thinking about the faithfulness of God.  You’re thinking, "Man, I wish I could go back to bed." Or “I hope we get home in time for the kickoff.”  That’s not worship.  Of them Jesus said, "These people honor me with their lips.  But their hearts are far from me." ––Matthew 15:8  When you go through the motions of worship without thinking about what you’re saying or doing, you are misusing the name of God.  

Another way we misuse God’s name is by ‘not walking the talk’.  At church, you say, "Praise the Lord.  Hallelujah!  God bless you!  Isn’t Jesus wonderful?"  But all week long, you’re out there trashing your competition.  Or cheating on your spouse.  Or cussing.  Or whatever.  The point is that when you live a double life like that, you’re dishonoring the name of Jesus Christ.  You’re breaking the Second Commandment.  You’d be better off if you did less talking about Jesus Christ and more walking the talk.  Whatever you do, don’t be an embarrassment to the cause of Christ.  Don’t dishonor the One who died on the cross for your sins.  Matthew 7:21 –– Jesus said, "Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord," will enter the kingdom of heaven.  But only he who does the will of My Father in heaven."  In other words, "Talk is cheap."  Let’s put our faith into action.  Let’s practice what we say we believe.  

Maybe you’re still thinking, "Pastor, this is not that important.  God knows I don’t mean it when I misuse His name."  Let me tell you something:  We’re talking about the Ten Commandments which originated with God, Himself.  And this is number two on His list!  You’d better believe it’s important!  When you curse or misuse God’s name, you are offending the Creator of the Universe.  And the truth is that many of us need to bow our heads right now and apologize to God.  We need to say, "Lord, I’m sorry.  I’ve been misusing your name for years with the words I’ve said and the things I do.  And I didn’t realize how serious the situation was until now.  Lord, please forgive me."  

III. RIGHT USES OF GOD’S NAME.

The bottom line of the Second Commandment is this –– Honor God’s name through what we say and do.  We need to treat it with love.  Treat it with reverence.  It’s just like when you talk about someone you love, you would never think of using his/her name in a disrespect manner.  And that’s because you love him/her.  Now, if that’s how we feel about the people we love, why don’t we show even greater love and respect for the Name of the One who created us and provides for us, who paid for our sins on the cross and is preparing a home for us in heaven?  It’s the least we can do.  Psalm 29:2 –– "Give to the Lord the glory due His name."  And one way to do that is by living a life that glorifies God’s name.  
There’s a scene in Acts 5 when the Apostles get arrested for preaching about Jesus –– the Jewish court says, "We told you not to preach in the name of Jesus anymore!  Why didn’t you listen to us?"  And the Apostles said with one voice, "We must obey God rather than men." (v.29)  In other words, "We’re sorry that you’re offended.  But God comes first in our lives.  We’re not going to do anything that would dishonor the name of Jesus Christ."  

Luke 6:45 –– Jesus said, "A good person produces good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil heart.  What you say flows from what is in your heart."  Ultimately the only way to clean up your language is to have a change of heart.  Jesus can do that.  God says don't misuse My name.  Use it with awe and reverence.  It's no laughing matter when someone misuses God’s name –– you're offending the Creator of the Universe.  Some of you may be thinking, "I've got the habit and I have to admit I've got a foul mouth."  Maybe you picked up that habit in school or in the army; maybe you picked it up at home or in the locker room –– what do you do?  The first thing you need to do is tell God you're sorry and apologize for misusing His name.  Tell him you didn't realize how serious it was.  You need to ask for his forgiveness.  Then you commit that problem and your life to God, giving Him the whole thing.  Pray, "Jesus Christ, give me a new heart and help me to avoid misusing your holy Name."  And begin to practice controlling what you allow into your mind.  There are some things you just shouldn't listen to, there are some movies or magazines or sitcoms or internet sites you shouldn’t look at because you know it's going to corrupt your mind.  And never forget this promise:  Shortly before His ascension into heaven Jesus said, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” ––Matthew 28:20  Your Savior is always with you, so acknowledge His presence.  You don't usually misuse somebody's name who is standing right next to you.  If you'd realize that you're always in Christ’s presence you'll be a lot more disciplined in your speech and actions because He hears and sees it all.  Ask Him to help you and He will.  
The bottom line is this –– It is our calling in life to bring glory to God’s name through what we say and do.  May God strengthen you in that calling.  We ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen!!!  
