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Pentecost 9  7/13/08  Ten Values that Build Strong Families – The Ten Commandments – “Affair-Proofing Your Marriage” – Exodus 20:14 
(The Sixth Commandment) 
I. INTRODUCTION.
On their 50th wedding anniversary, a couple summed up the reason for their long and happy marriage this way:  The husband said, "I have tried never to be selfish.  After all, there is no ‘I’ in the word ‘marriage’.”  The wife said, "For my part, I have never corrected my husband’s spelling."  It’s a wonderful thing when couples live together in harmony!  
Today we continue our series, Ten Values that Build Strong Families, and we’ll be considering the Sixth Commandment, “You shall not commit adultery.”  When we talked about murder last Sunday, we identified the reason for why it was wrong:  Murder is a violation of a principle of creation –– the principle that human beings are made in the image of God.  
Today we are dealing with a similar situation.  Adultery is wrong because it violates another principle of creation:  Genesis tells us that after God created Adam, He recognized that it was not good for man to be alone.  And while Adam had a multitude of creatures around him for company, God knew that’s not what he needed.  So God created Eve to be a suitable companion for him and they had the ideal marriage.  One of the reasons it was so good was Adam didn’t have to hear about all the men Eve could have married –– and Eve didn’t have to hear about the way Adam’s mom cooked.  
II. PRINCIPLE OF CREATION:  TWO BECOME ONE FLESH.

The principle of creation that we are dealing with today is found in Genesis 2:24 –– “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.”  We’ve heard that often enough, but what does it mean?  The Bible doesn’t say they become one PERSON, and it’s pretty obvious that people don’t lose their individuality or their personalities when they marry.  But they are, in a sense, fused together.  They become separate personalities held together by love and trust and a covenant with God and each other.  To protect husbands and wives from being torn apart, God gave us the Sixth Commandment, “You shall not commit adultery.”  
Unfortunately, many have come to think of adultery as a “victimless crime.”  For many, it’s not really seen as a crime at all.  In fact, there are even books being published on how to conduct yourself when you’re in an adulterous relationship.  In 1999, Cameron Barnes published a book called, “Affair! How to Manage Every Aspect of Your Extramarital Relationship with Passion, Discretion, and Dignity.”  The publisher described it as "a thoughtful, detailed discussion of every aspect of considering, preparing for, beginning, and conducting a successful and emotionally fulfilling extramarital affair."  
Judith E. Brandt has written a book called, “The 50-Mile Rule:  Your Guide to Infidelity and Extramarital Etiquette.”  An interview with the Chicago Tribune included this interchange:  Question:  “Ms. Brandt, You say [in your book], don’t feel guilty.  That doesn’t seem realistic.”  Ms. Brandt responds:  “Guilt is basically something built into society to keep you in line.  If you are going about your business in a discreet way and you are continuing to take care of your wife and, most importantly, your children, there is no reason to feel guilt.”  
Sorry, Ms. Brandt, but there’s plenty of reason to feel guilt because those who commit adultery have broken a key part of their wedding vow –– the part where you promise to “forsake all others … as long as you both shall live.”  Those who commit adultery fail to fulfill the covenant of faithfulness that they made before God and their family and friends.  And they have ripped themselves out of the one flesh relationship they have with their spouse and have bonded to someone else.  And any children involved –– who should have been protected in the midst of this “one flesh” relationship –– are also ripped apart.  

I’d like to suggest three important reasons for not committing adultery:

1st, You love Jesus Christ.  You owe Him your life.  He died for you.  He's your ticket to heaven.  Jesus said, "If you love Me, keep My commandments."  There's no doubt that God says ‘No’ to sex outside of marriage.  

2nd, You love your wife and kids.  The thought of hurting them is almost unbearable for you to think about.  And … 
3rd, You fear the judgment of God.  I think it’s a healthy fear that you ought to have.  The Bible says, you don't commit adultery and get away with it.  You reap what you sow.  Scripture says, "God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral." ––Hebrews 13:4  

The reason God has some pretty strong rules about sex is the same reason you don’t give matches to a three year old.  It’s true that a fire in the fireplace is a great thing.  It brings warmth and comfort and even joy.  But a fire on a couch or in a bed can injure and even kill.  

In its rightful place, sex is a wonderful gift from God.  But let loose, it’s destructive to individuals and to families.  Adultery rips like a bullet through the heart of a family.  And God wanted to protect us from it.  
In saying all of this, what I am NOT saying is that adultery is an UNFORGIVABLE sin.  It is possible to be forgiven.  It is possible for ripped-up lives to be healed.  It’s even possible for marriages to stay together after unfaithfulness has occurred.  But it is a horrific assault on the trust and intimacy of a marriage.  

Like the 4th commandment (Honor your father and your mother) the 6th commandment is also focused on a FAMILY relationship –– this time between husband and wife.  But there is an underlying principle that affects all our other relationships.  That is, God wants us to be FAITHFUL PEOPLE.  As we see in Scripture, one of the great characteristics of Almighty God is that He is FAITHFUL.  He continues to love us even when we have failed to love Him.  But if we decide to be unfaithful to our spouse –– the most significant human relationship a person can have –– we’re not going to be faithful to anybody.  That’s why it amazes me that people –– without batting an eye –– will vote for a political leader who has been unfaithful to his spouse.  The way I see it, “If he’ll lie to and cheat on his wife, why should I think he’ll treat his constituents any better!”  Not all relationships require the exclusivity that marriage does, but all good relationships require faithfulness –– whether it’s parents and children, brothers and sisters, family and friends.  If we can’t trust the other person, we really can’t have a relationship with them.  
God is faithful and He desires that His people demonstrate faithfulness in ALL of our relationships.  The Old Testament prophet Hosea was told by God to marry a prostitute.  I don’t believe God just randomly told Hosea to go out and find a prostitute and marry her.  Evidently Hosea had fallen in love with a woman who was a prostitute and God said, “Go ahead, Hosea.  Go ahead and marry her, and I’ll use your pain to help my people understand My pain.”  Hosea’s prophecy is filled with the anguish of a man whose life has been ripped apart by an unfaithful woman.  Time and time again he takes her in, and time and time again, his wife betrays him.  And through Hosea’s broken heart, God exposes His own broken heart.  Hosea’s suffering is caused by an unfaithful wife.  God’s suffering is caused by His unfaithful people.  

Throughout the Bible idolatry and unfaithfulness to God are equated with adultery.  The reason for that is that our relationship with God is intended to be a deeply intimate, committed, exclusive relationship.  Mark 12:30 –– “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”  God deserves to be our greatest love.  And of all the reasons for why God deserves to be our greatest love, there is one that stands out above all the rest and that is His amazing grace.  Phillip Yancey puts it this way:  “Grace means there is nothing we can do to make God love us more — no amount of spiritual calisthenics and renunciations, no amount of knowledge gained from seminaries, no amount of crusading on behalf of righteous causes.  And grace means there is nothing we can do to make God love us less — no amount of racism or pride or pornography or adultery or even murder.  Grace means that God already loves us as much as an infinite God can possibly love.”  That, my friends, is why He deserves to be our greatest love.  
III. CONCLUSION.
Wilt Chamberlain was one of the greatest basketball players who ever lived.  He racked up statistics like nobody before or since.  But the number he will probably be remembered for most is 20,000.  In his autobiography that’s the number of women the never-married Chamberlain claimed to have slept with.  What’s interesting, though, is the fact that, along with that boast, Chamberlain went on to say “that he would have traded all 20,000 for the one woman he wanted to stay with for keeps.”  

However, while Chamberlain claims he wanted that “one woman… to stay with for keeps,” he apparently was never willing to commit himself to that relationship because having the ONE meant forsaking the other 19,999.  There is no real intimacy apart from faithfulness.  Chamberlain’s “missing link” was faithfulness.  He wouldn’t be faithful to only one woman, and so he settled for sex without love; physical intimacy without relationship.  
There’s a true story about two men who grew up best friends in the years leading up to World War Two.  Though Jim was just a little older than Phillip and often assumed the role of leader, they did everything together.  They went to high school and college together.  After college they decided to join the Marines.  By a unique series of circumstances they were sent to Germany together where they fought side by side in one of history’s ugliest wars.  
One sweltering day during a fierce battle, amid heavy gunfire, bombing, and close-quarters combat, they were given the command to retreat.  As the men were running back, Jim noticed that Phillip had not returned with the others.  Panic gripped his heart.  Jim knew if Phillip was not back in another minute or two, then he wouldn’t make it.  Jim begged his commanding officer to let him go after his friend, but the officer denied the request, saying it would be suicide.  Risking his own life, Jim disobeyed and went after Phillip.  With his heart pounding, he ran into the gunfire, calling out for Phillip.  A short time later, his platoon saw him hobbling across the field carrying a limp body in his arms.  Jim’s commanding officer was furious, and shouted that it was a foolish waste of time and an outrageous risk. "Your friend is dead," he added, "and there was nothing you could do."  "No sir, you’re wrong," Jim replied.  "I got there just in time.  Before he died, his last words were, ’I knew you would come.’"  That’s faithfulness.  And that’s the missing link that makes all the difference in every relationship –– and especially for husbands and wives.  
May we be men and women who exhibit great faithfulness, just as God has demonstrated His Great Faithfulness to us.  God grant it be so for Jesus’ sake.  Amen!!!  
